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a The PRINCE of 
c^of the prefeot day will be fupplied 
by the morrow ; attend to the hlAory of 
R^iTelas prince of AbiiTuiia. 

Raflelas was the fourth fon of the 
mighty emperour, in whofe dominions 
the Father of waters begins his courfe ; 
whofe bounty pours down the ftreams 
of plenty, and fcatters over half the 
world the harvefts of Egypt. 

According Co the cuftom which has 
defcended from age to age among the 
monarchs of the torrid zone, Rafielas was 
confined in a private palace, with theother 
ferns and daughters of Abiflinian royalty, 
till tYt order of fuccclIJon Ihould call him 
to the throne. 

The place, which die wifdom or po- 
licy of antiquity had deftincd for the refi- 
dencc of the Abiflinian princes, was a 
fpa- 
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Spacious valley in the kingdom of Am- 
hara, furrounded on every -fide by moun- 
tains, of which the fummits overhang 
the middle part. The only paffage, by 
which it could be entered, was a cavern 
that paffed under a rock, of which it has 
long been difputed whether it was the 
work of nature or of human induftry. 
The outlet of the cavern was concealed 
by a thick wood, and the mouth which 
opened into the valley was doled with gates 
of iron, foiled by the artificers of Mcient 
days, fo mafly that no man could with- 
outthchelpof engines open or (hut them. 

From the mountains on every fide, ri- 
vulets defcended that filled all the vallejr 
with verdure and fertility, and formed a 
lake in the middle inhatuted by fifh of 
every fpecies, and frequented by every 
B 2 fowl 
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fowl whom nature hss taught to dip the 
wing in water. This 1^ difchai^ its 
fiiperBuities by a ftream which entered a 
dark cleft of the mounuin on the- northern 
lide» and fell with dreadful noife from 
precipice to [Veci^e till it was heard no 
mofe. 

The fides of the mountains were co' 
rered with trees, thebanksof the brooks 
were diverfified with flowers ( every Uaft 
froqU feicea fr«P the rocks, and every 
niOiuh drpf^xsd Iruits upon the^ound. 
All uiirn^ th«t bite the gra^y or 
broufe the fhrub, whether wild or tame, 
wantitred'ln this extenfivie clreuii, fe- 
tlirea ffbrh beafts of prey l^ Ae rtioun^ 
tiiRs wM^ coB&isd them . On o^ pafl 
WewBbcksand'feerdsfcediflgifl the prf- 
tures, en tritdtfver all the beails of chaft 
friik- 
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iVifkiifg in the Uwns ; the ^ghtljr kid 
was bounding on the rocks, the fubtle 
moakey fidtcking in the trees, and the 
Ibletnn elephant repofing in thelbade. 
All the d>(rer&tie& of the world were 
broughji together, th^bkOingi of nanire 
were cotk^ted, and ics evils extraded 
and cKbded. 

The v^ey»wideanidfruh^ fupt^ied 
ifs fnhal|)^an(9 yM^ the ne^el^ries of- 
life, and »U deltas ^nd fi^rAuklcs were 
added dt the anaw\ viTtt wluch the em- 
p«(our paid hui chil^rcni when the irOft> 
gate ^as-openekitDtherovndof mu^cki 
aod during eight (kiy^ every one that re- 
fided in the v^tley, was req^ured to pip- 
pole whatever niight cotitEtbute to toAc 
feduTionplealafit, to Bll i4p^ the vacaiV 
cies of attention, and leflen the cedioul^ 
B 3 nels 
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ncfs of time. Every defire was im- 
mediately granted. All the artificers of 
pleafure were called to gladden the feflt- 
vity i the muficians exerKd the power of 
harmony, and the dancers (hewed their 
aftivity before the princes, in hope that 
they fliould pafs their lives in this blifsful 
captivity, to which thefe only were admit- 
ted whofc performance was thought able 
to add novelty to luxury. Such was 
the appearance of fccurity and delight 
which this retirement afibrded, that they 
to whom it was new always deGred that it 
might be perpetual ; and as thofe, on 
whom the iron gate had once clofed, 
were never fuffcred to return, the effect of 
longer experience could not be known. 
Thus every year produced new fchemes 
of delight, and new competitors for im- 
prifonment. 

The 
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. The ^lace Hood on an eminence raled 
about thirty paces above thefurfece of 
the lake. It . was di^^ded into. many 
Iquares or courts, built with grea^ or 
Ids magni&cence according^tO the^tianls 
of thofe for whom they. were: defigiied. 
The roofs were turned into archest maf- 
fy ftone joined by a cement that. grew 
harder by time, and the building .Aood 
from century tocentury, deriding cheibl- 
fiitial rains and equinoAial tuurrifanes, 
without rieed of reparation. . . 

This houfe, which was fo large as to 
be fully known to none but fomeandent 
ofEcers who fucceflivdy inherittd the le- 
crcts of the place, was built as if fuf- 
picion hcrfelf had didated the plan. To 
every room there was an open and fecret 
{tallage, every Iquare had a »>mmumca- 
B 4 tk>a 
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^ mi^ the neft, ckbec (torn the ui:^ 
^ckgl^ priratt scenes, or by fiibceira- 
Mattipa&gcs&omthekmcr apartments. 
Maaj of dut columns; hod unfii^n&t^ 
cavitiei^ in vhich a kuig race of mon- 
arehs bad npofitoddtcircreafurei. Then^ 
dKn ck^ i^ dn opsnmg vkh tnorble, 
^ac^ was niVBr M be remoFed but in the 
ixnioft«a^ftcies«f the kingdom; and 
nb6aJet) thcb- aeoimulaiSoiis in a book 
tfhich was idelf omcealed in a tower 
not entered bet by the omperour, at-' 
tended by the prince who flood next iij 
fiKceffioh. 
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CHAP. II. 



Tbe diOiontent of R^Selaq in the 
happy valley. 

H£ R E dKi9«|pck;^Mghters of 
AUmnu Inr^nlr.tn kopw the 
fitft vkiffirudes of plealiiFe and repofe, 
attended by all that woe fkiliul to 6e- ; 
light, and gratified with whatever die 
fenfes can enjoy. :^!^^ wandered in gar- 
detu cf fragranee,-«nd'flcf>tra thcfyr- 
fteflfcsof fccurity. Every art was jwac- 
ufed to make them plca&d with their 
own condition. The lagu who inftruc- 
ted them, told them of nothing but the 
miferics of publick life, and defcribcd all 
bcyoiul the mountuns as r^ions of ca- 
lamity. 
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lamity, where difcmd was always rag- 
ing, and where man preyed upon man. 

To heighten their opinion of their 
own ielicity, they were daily entert^ned 
with fongs, the GihjoEt of which was the 
happy vellty. Their ai^tites were ex- 
cited by frequent enumerations of diffe- 
rent enjoyments, and revelry and merri- 
ment was the bufinefs of every hour from 
the dawn of morning to the clofe of 
even. 

Thcfc methods were generally fucceff- 
ful ; few of the Priuxs bad ever wiflied 
to enlarge thdr bouodst but pafifed their . 
lives in full convidioa that they had all 
within their reach that art or nature could 
bcftow, and ;ncied thde whom fate had 
excluded fnHn this feat of tranquility, as 
the' 
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the fport of chance, and the flaves of mi- 
fcry. 

Thus they rofe in the morning and 
lay down at night, pleafed with each 
other and with thcmfelves, all but Raf- 
fclas, who, in the twenty-fixth year 
of his age, began to withdraw himfelf 
from their padimes and aHemblies, and 
to delight in fblitary walks and filent me- 
ditation. He often fat before tables co. 
vered with luxury, and forgot to tafte 
die dainties that were placed before him : 
he rofc abruptly in the midft of the fong, 
and hadily retired beyond the found of 
mufick. His attendants obferved the 
change and endeavoured to renew his love 
of pleafure: he neglefted their offici- 
oufnefs, repulfed their invitations, and 
fpcnt day after day on the banks of ri- 
yulecs 
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vulrts ihdtered with trees, where he 
fometimes lidened to the birds in-the 
branches, fometimes obferved the Bfli 
playing in the ftream, and anon caft his 
eyes upon the paftures and mountains 
filled with animals, of which fome were 
biting the herbage, and fome tleeping 
among the btifhes. 

- Ttus fingularity of bis humouc made 
bhn much obferved. One of the Sages, 
in whole converfation he had fbfnwrly 
delighted, followed him fecretly, in hope 
of dilcovering the caufe of his dilquiet. 
Raflelas, who knew nor that any one was 
near him, hiving for fome time fixed 
his eyes upon the goats that were brouf- 
ir^ among the rocks, began to compare 
their condition with his own. 

" What," 
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** What," faid fae, ** makes the difife- 
Rncebetweeb man ^d all the reft of the 
animal creation ? Every bcaft that firaya 
befide me has the &me corporal necefli-' 
ties with mytelf ; he is hungry and crops 
the grafs, he is thlrfty and drinks the 
ftream, hb thirft and hunger are ap- 
peefed, he is fatisfied and fleeps ; berifes 
again and is hungry, he is again fed and 
is at reft. I am hur^;ry and thirfty like 
him, but when thirft Jlnd hut^r ceafe 
I aiti not at reft -, I am, like him, pained 
. with want, but am not, like him, iatil'- 
fied with fulnefs, The intermediate 
hours are tedrous and gloomy ; I long 
^^n to be hungry that I may again 
quicken my attention. The birds peck 
the berries or the corn, and fly away to 
the groves where they fit m feeming hap- 
finefs on the branches, and wafte theif 
lives 
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lives iii tuning one unvaried feries of 
founds. I tikewife can call the lutanift 
and the finger, but the founds that pleafed 
me yeftcrday weary me to day, and will 
grow ^et more wearilbme^to morrow. I 
can difcover within me no power of per- 
ception which is not glutted with its pro- 
per pleafure, yet I do not feel myfelf de- 
lighted. Man has furely fome latent 
fenfe for which this place atlbrds no grar 
tification, or he has fome defires dillind 
from fenfe which muft be fatisfied before 
he can be happy." 

After this he lifted up his head, and 
feeing the moon rlfing, walked towards 
the palace. As he pafied through the 
fields, and faw the animals around him, 
** Ye. faid he, arc happy, and need not 
envy me that walk thus among you, biir- 
1 thened 
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thened with myrdf ; nor do I, ye giintle 
beings, envy your felicity j for it is not 
the felicity of man. I have many dif- 
trefles from which ye axe free; I fear 
pain when I do not fed it i I fometimes 
Ihrink at evils recoUeded, and fome- 
times Hart at evils anticipated: furely 
the equity of providence has ballant^ 
peculiar fuSerings with peculiar enjoy- 



With obfervarions like thcfe the prince 
amufed himfelf as he returned, utKring 
them with a plaintive voice, yet with a 
look that difcovered him to feel fomc 
complacence in his own pcrfpicacity, and 
to receive fomcfolacc of the miferies of 
life, from confcioufiKTs of the delkacy 
.with which he felt, and the eloquence 
with which he bewuled them. He min- 
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gled checcfulty in the diveffions of tW 
tfvemng, and ^ reJMced to 6nd that his: 
heart was lightened^ 



Chap. hi. 

'The wants of him that wants, 
nothing; 

ON the next day his old inilrtiftbr; 
im^tning thit he had now made 
himfelf acquainted with his difeafe of 
mind, was in hope of curing it by coun- 
fcl, and officioully fought an bppbrtOnit^ 
of cortferencc, whidi the ptince, having 
long confidered him as one whofc rmdfcfts 
Were cxhaulted, was not very wiliing to 
afford: " Why, faid he, does- this man 
thus intrude upon mcj Iham be never 
fyf- 
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fuffercd to forget thofe lectures which 
plea&d only while th^ were new, and to 
become new again mtiA be forgotten ?" 
He then walked into the wood, and com- 
pofed himfelf to his ufual meditations ; 
when before his thoughts had taken any 
fettled foim. he perceived his perfuer at 
his lide, and was at firft prompted by his 
impatience to go hafiily away -, but, be- 
ing unwilling to oHend a man whom he 
had once reverenced and ftill loved, he 
invited him to £t down with him on the 
bank. 

The old man, thus encouraged, be- 
gan to lament the change which had been 
lately obfcrved in the prince, and to en- 
quire why he lb often retired from the 
pleafures of the palace, to lonelincfi and. 
filence. " I fly from pleafure, faid the 

Vol. I. C prince. 
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prince, becaufe pteafurc has ceafed td 
fleafej I am lonely becaufe I am mife- 
rabte, and am unwilling to cloud with 
my prefence the happinefs of others." 
** You, Sir, (tad the f^, arc the firft 
who has complained c^ mi&ry in the bap- 
f>y vallrf. t hope to cohvince you that 
your complaints have no real raufe. You 
are here in full poflcfflon of all that the' 
emperour of Abiffinia canbeftowj here 
is neither labour to be endured nor dan- 
ger to be dreaded, yet heft is all that 
labour or danger can procure or purchafe. 
Look round and tell me which of your 
wants is witlrout fupply : if you want 
nothing, how are you unhappy ?" 

•* Tb« I want nothing, faid the prince, 

of that I know not what I want, is the 

caufc of my complaint j if I had any 

a knowa 
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known want,lIhouldhaveac»tamwtfli ; 
that wifh would excice endeavour, and 
I ibould noc then repine to fee the foa 
more fo flowly towards the weftcrn moun- 
tain, or lament when the day breaks and 
fieep mil no longer hide me iron myfelf. 
"When I fee riie kids and i^ lambs cha- 
fing one another, J fancy that 1 fliould be 
haf^y if I had fomething to perfue. 
But, piffling all that I can want, I 
find one day and one hour exa&ly like 
another, except that the latter is ftill 
more tedious than the fomier. Let your 
expraience inform me how the day niay 
now feem as fliort as in my childhood, 
while nature was yet frrih, and cveiy mo- 
ment fhewed me what I never had obferved . 
before. Ihaveakeady ctijoyedEOomudi; 
^e me (bmethUig to defire." 

Ca The 
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The old man was furprizcd at this ne# 
fpecies of affli£Uon, and knew not what 
to rep]}', yet was unwilling to be filent. 
** Sir, iaid he, if you had feen the mi- 
feries of the world, you would. know 
hawtovalueyourprelentftate." "Now, 
f^d the prince, you hiave given me fome- 
ihing to deOre ; I ftiall long to fee the 
miferies of the world, fmce the fight of 
them is necefiary to happinefc." 



CHAP. IV. 

The prince continues to grieve 
and mule. 



AT this time the found of mufick 
proclaimed the hour, erf" repaft, 
. and the convertation was concluded. The 
old 
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bid man went away fufficiently difcon- 
tentcd to find that his reafonings had 
produced the only conclufion which they 
were intended to prevent. But in the 
decline of life fhamc and grief are of 
ihort duration; whether it be that we 
bear eafily what we have bom long, or 
that, finding ourfelves in age lefs regard- 
ed, we lefs regard others ; or, that we 
look with (light regard upon afflifiions* 
to which we know that the hand of death 
is about to put an end. 

The prince, whofe views were extend- 
ed to a wider fpace, could not fpeedily 
quiet his emotions. He had been be- 
fore ttrrified at the length of life which 
nature pramifed him, becaiife he conli- 
dered that in a long time much mufl be 
endured ; - he now rejoiced in his youth, 
C 3 be- 
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becaufe in many years mudK mig^tl}^ 
dorie. 

. This firft beam of hope, that, had 
teen ever darted into his mind, rekindled 
youth in his cheeks, and doubled the 
luftre of his eyes. He was fired with 
the defire of doing fomeching, thoi^h 
he knew not yet with diftindtnefs, either 
end or means. 

He was now t)0 longer gloomy and 
unfocial; but, confidcring himfelf as 
tnafter of a fccret ftock of happinefs, 
■which he could enjoy only by concealing 
ic, he adedted to be bufy in all fcbemes 
of diverfion, and endeavoured to tnake 
others. pleafed with the ftate of which he 
himfelf was weary. But pleafures ne- 
ver can be fo imildplied or continued. 
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, as not to leaye much of life unemployed ; 
there were many hours, both of the night 
and day, which he could fpend without 
fuTpicion in iblitary thought. The load 
of life was much ^gl^tened: l^ewent 
ea^tly into the a^giblies, becaufc he 
fuppc^ed the frequency of his prefcnce 
necei&y to Uje fuccels of his purpofesj 
he rejtired gl»dly to privacy, bec^fe h« 
had now s fubje^ |g^ thought. 

His chief amufement was to piAure 
to himfelf thM world which he had never 
feen ; to place himfelf in various condi- 
tions; to be entangled in imaginary dif- 
fcultie;, and to be engaged in wild ad- 
ventures : byt his" benevgl^ce always 
terminated his projefts in the relief of 
dtftrels, the dete<£tiop of friud, the de- 
C 4. feat 
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feat of oppreflion, and the diffufion of 

happinefs. 

Thus pafled twenty months of the life 
of Raflelas. He bufied himfclf fo in- 
tenfely in vifionary buftle, that he forgot 
his real folitude; and, amidft hourly 
preparations for the various incidents of 
human affairs, rugleded to confider by 
what means he Ihould mbgle with man* 
kind. 

One day, as he was fitting on a bank, 
he feigned to himfelf an orphan virgin 
robbed of her little portion by a treach- 
erous lover, and crying after himfor 
reftitudon and redrefs. So ftrongly was 
the image imprefTed upon his mind, that 
he ftarted up in the maid's defence, and 
run forward to ieize the plunderer with 
all 
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all the eagernefs of real perfuir. Fear 
naturally quickens the flight of guilt. 
Raflelas could not catch the fugitive with 
his utmoft cfFons ; but, refolving to wea- 
ry, by perfcverance, him whom he could 
not furpafs in fpeed, he prefled on till 
the foot of the mountain ftopped his 
courfe. 

Here he recollefted himielf, and fmiled 
at his own ufclefs impetuofity. Then 
raifing his eyes to the mountain, ** This, 
faid he, is the fatal obftacle that hinders 
at once the enjoyment of pleafure, and 
the excrcife of virtue. How long is it 
that my hopes and wilhes have flown 
beyond this boundary of my life, which 
yet I never have attempttd to fur- 

IDOUltt ! 

Struck 
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Struck with tbU reflcAion, he l^t 
down to nKiftt and remembered, that 
fince he firit Fcfolved to efcape from his 
confiiiement, the fun had pal&d twice 
over him in his annual courfe. He now 
felt a degree of regret with .which he had 
never been before acquainted. He con- 
fidered how much might have been done 
in the time which had pafl^, and left 
'nothing real bdiind ic. He compared 
twenty months with the life of man. 
** In life, f^d be, is not to be counted 
-tiie ignorance c^ infancy, or imbecility 
of ige. We are long before we are ablf: 
■Vi thiak, and we foori ceafe from the 
■power rf ading. The true period ctf 
human exiftence may be reafonably efti- 
mated as fwty years, of which I have 
muled away the four and twentieth part. 
What I have loft was certain, for I have 
certainly 
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cettaiol^ polTefled it-, but of twenty 
montbs to come who can afiurt me i** 

The tx>nfcioufne{s of his own folly 
pierced him deeply, and he was long be- 
fore he could be reconciled to himielf. 
*' The reft of my time, faid he, haa 
beea toft by the crime or folly of my an- 
4:eftors, and the abfurd inftitutions of my 
country j I remember it with difguft, yet 
without remorfe : but the months that 
have paffed fince new light darted into 
my foul, fince I formed a fcheme of rea- 
fonable felicity, have been fquandered by 
my own fault. I have loft that which 
can never be reftored : I have fees the . 
fun rUe and fet for twenty months, an 
idle gazer on the light of heaven : In 
this time the birds have left the neft of 
xhdr raotlvr, ^d committed tbemfelvea 
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to the woods and to the fkies : the 
kid has fbrfaken the teat, and learned 
by degFKs to climb the rocks in qucA of 
indcpcndant fuftenancc. I only have 
made no advances, but am fiill helple& 
and ignorant. The moon by more than 
twenty changes, admoniflied me of the 
flux of life J the ftream that rolled be- 
fore my feet upbraided my inaftivity. I 
fat fcafting on intelleftual luxury, re- 
gardlefs alike of the examples of the 
earth, and the inftru£Vions of the pla- 
nets. Twenty months are paft, who 
iball reftore them !" 

Thdc forrowful meditations fattened 
upon his mind -, he paft four months 
in rdblving to lole no more time in idle 
refolves, and was awakened to more 
vigorous cKttion by hearing a maid, 
who 
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who had broken a porcelain cup, remark, 
that what cannot be repaired is not ta be 
regretted. 

This was ob^ous ; and Ra^as re- 
proached himfelf that he hadnotdilco- 
vntd it, having not known, or notcon- 
fidened, how many ufeful hints are ob- 
tained by chance, and how often the 
mind, hurried by her own ardour to dif- 
tant views, n^lefis the truths that lie 
open before her. He, for a. few hours, 
re^Mted lus regret, and from that tioie 
bent his whole mind upon the means of 
cic^tng from the valley of happinefs. 



CHAP, 
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C H A P. V. 
The prince meditates Ins efcape, 

HE now found that ic would be vny 
difficult R> efieft that which it was 
very cafy to fuppofc efibfted. When ha 
looked round about hhn, he law hitn- 
fclf confined by thi bars of nature which 
had never yet been broken, and by the 
gate, through which none that once had 
paSkd it were ever able to return. - Kte 
was now . impatient as an ea^e in a 
grate. He palled week after week in 
clambering the mountains, to fee if there 
was any aperture which the buflies might 
conceal, but found all the fummits in- 
acccQlble by their prominence. The iron 
gate 
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got he defpaired to open j for it was not 
only fecured widi all die power of art, 
but was always watched by fuccefTive Jen- 
tinels, and. was by ia pofidon cxpofed 
ft) the. perpetual oblerradon of ail the in- 
habitants. 

He then examined tbecaTcra through 
which the waters of the lake were dif- 
chargedi and, looking down at a dme 
when the fun ihone ftrongly upon iU' 
mouth, he difcovered it to be ftill of bro- 
ken rocks, which, though they permitted 
the ftream to flow through many narrow 
pafl&ges, would ftop any body of folid 
bulk. He returned difcouraged and d«- 
je£ted i but, having now known the blel^ 
fing of hope, refolved never to defpajr. 
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In thefc fhiitlefs fearches he Ipcnt tea 
months. Th? time, however, paffi^. 
chearfully away : in the morning he rofc; 
with new hope, in the evening applaud<- 
ed his own diligence, and in the night 
(lept found after his fatigue. Hp met a 
thoufand amufemcnts which beguiled his 
labour, and diverfified his thoughts. 
He difcemed the various inftinfts of ani- 
mals, and properties of plants, and found 
the place replete with wondijrs, of which 
he purpofed to folace himfelf with the 
contemplation, if he Ihould never be 
able to accomplish his flight ; rejoicing 
that his endeavours, though yet unfucefl*- 
ful, had fupplied him with a fourcc of 
iniexhauflible enquiry. 

But his original curioGty was not yet 
^bated ; he revived to obtain iona know- 
ledge 
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ledge of the ways of men. His with 
ftill conrinued, but his hope grew lefs. 
He ceafed to furvey an/ longer the walls 
of his prifon, and fpared to fe^rch by new 
toils for interftices which he knew could 
not be found, yet determined to keep his 
defign always in view, and lay hold on 
any expedient that time ihould ofier. 
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A differtation on the art of flying, 

AMONG the artifts that had 
been allured into the happy val- 
ley, to labour for the accommodation and 
pleafure of its inhabitants, was a man 
eminent for his knowledge of the me- 
chanick powers, who had contrived ma- 
VoL. I. D ny 
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ny engines both of uft and recfeatiotr; 
By a wheel, Which' die ftreiim turned, he 
forced the vraxcc mta a lower, whehce 
it was diftributed » all the apaitmenerf q£ 
the palace. He ere<%d a pavUlton in thtt 
, garden, around which be kept tbk all* 
always cool by artifidal Ihowers. One 
of the groves, appropriated to the ladiesy 
vas ventilated by fans, to which the ti- 
vulet that run through it gave a conftant 
motion ; and inftruments of foft mulick 
were placed at proper diftanccs, of which 
£)me played by the impulfe of the wind*- 
and fome by the power of the ftream. 

This artift was fometimes vifited by 

Raflelas, who was pleafed with every 

kind of knowledge, imagining that the 

time would come when all'his acquifitiona 

Oiould 
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ftiouid'be of aft to himintfieoperi world. 
He'canrt one day toamufe himfelf in hii 
Oftral manner, and found the mafter bufy 
in buHding a' faiRhg chariotV he faw 
fflat tfie defignwaspraflfcabietifJOn a le- 
*ei ftirfitce, and with'exprdlron^ ofgreaC 
«fl«mi ftlieif^ its coftiplctlofr; . 'Tlid 
werkman ^ttm ffcifed t& fitid fimrfilf ft* 
mufK ffeganlrid by the prinfcev and rc- 
iSlved«y.g«m Jef-h?gbtr!«in«ftifs: " Sir, 
ftki htf, yo*' have fteii' But i ffiiatt paH 
ef wfiai Aeihejrffanick fciCrrces canfjCr- 
fotiti. 1 haVetJiCft Idn^ of dpJrtioB', rtMtt, 
inftiNid of thtf t«dy conveyance of fbips 
and thariots,- mdfi nllghc uft tflft fwiilei' 
migfation of Wiftgfi ; tHiii Ae- fieWi oi^ 
tlramopfcrittileftdwltdge, irtdtttkt'onJ 
IjDighofefKd it«d idlfcn^ft rt«ft(i:Pa«! ispdn 
tlie gveuHtl." 

D 2 This 
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This hint rekindled the prince's defirt 
of pafling the mountains-, having fecn 
what the mechanift had already peri 
formed, he was willing io Ancy that he 
could do more ; yet rcfcdved to enquire 
further before he fufix;red hope to affli£l 
him by difiippointment: '* I am afrajd, 
l^d he to the ardft, that your ima^na- 
tion prevails' over your flcill, and thac 
yoti now tell mc rather .what you wilh 
than what you know. Every animal has 
his element affigned him ; the birds have 
the air, and man and beafta the earth.** 
** So, replied the mechanift, fifhes have 
the water, in whicIPyet beafts can fwim 
by natute, and men by art. He that can 
fwim needs not defpair to fly : to fwim U 
to fly in a grofler fluid, and to fly is to 
fwim in a fubclcr. We arc only tx> pro^ 
portion our power of reflflance to the 
dif- 
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dil&rent denTitjr of the matter through 
which we are to pafs. You will be ne- 
eeflarily upbom by the my if you can 
renew any impulfe upon it, faRct than the 
ur can recede frotn the preflure." 

" But the exercife of fwimming, faid 
the prince, is very laboiious i theflrong- 
eft limbs are foon wearied ; I am afraid 
the aft of flying will be yet more violent, 
and wings wilt be of no great ufe, 
unlefs -we can fly further than we can 
fwim." 

■. " The labour rf riCng from the 
(ground, iud the artift, will be great, as 
•VK fee it in the heavier domeftick fowbt 
but, as we mount higher, the earth's atcrac- 
tkm, and the body's gravity, will begra- 
'dually -^mimlhed, till wc fiiall arrive at 
D 3 a 
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f ije^'wi .where the jmn will 6o^c m 
tbe air Wj»h(»t my fcn^spcy tx> /all : no 
qarp fff^ ^en-Jpe jjefefl^ry, byt tp irioye 
%wEy;^is, ;wliich the ^ntlflft impttlfe 
will efFeft. Yqu, Sir, wbofc curiqfity 
is Co cxtenfive, will eafily conceive with 
fs\v.t {>lB3iuiie a philoTopber, fumifbed 
.with,«;iagf, and bovecingtatbe Iky, would 
(feethe^art^, and all -it's inhabitants, .rol- 
,lijig ;l}e^i^a^ him, and ^raf(;ntii)g 19 
^IfP ruccefliv/elf , ,^y^t's (^i^rnal niotjon, 
.4U.tbe.'CW.^^. wi^iin ;the:fan^ p^ralleU 
How mull it amufe the pendent -fpe^^ 
tor to fee the moving fcene of land and 
^PQCMi, cities 3iid .^cCiMTa ' Xo [fuuvey 
-^ith r^^ti^ .fcourity (hcinjar^ qf-tradg, 
^d.i1ie *tlds -Qf \x^e i :ippv"»t^np:ip- 
■£a&ai byjbarbari^s, and fruitful cegioQs 
-gl<iddcDed Jby .'plenty, «id lulled :^ 
ipeace ! Oisw ^eafilyJtonnctbeQ.tiBCe 
■ "the 
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the 'N3e through all his paHage j pafi 
pver to didant regions, and examine th? 
face of nature from one uctrcmity of the 
catth.to the.otheri" 

" AH this, faid ^he prince, is much.to 
be d<:{ired, but X am afraid that no man 
Kill be able to breathe in thefe re^ons of 
^culittion and tranquility. I have been 
Ijold, that refpitation is diiEcuIt qppn 
lofty mountains, yet from thefe preci- 
pices, though fo high as to produiregreat 
tenuity of the air, it is very cafy to fall ; 
therefore I liifpeft, that from any height, 
where life can be iupported, there may 
be danger.of too quick dcfcenc" 

•' Npthing, replied the artift, willeycr 

be attempted) if all polTible pbjedlons 

muft be firft overcome. If you will fa- 

D 4 vour 
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vour my projefl I will try the firft flight ac 
my own hazard. 1 have confidered the 
ftriifture of all volant animals, and find 
the folding continuity of the bat's wings 
mod ealily accomodated to the human 
fwm. Upon this model I Ihall begin 
my talk to morrow, and in a year exp^ 
to tower into the air beyond the malice or 
perfuit of man. But I will work only 
on this condttitm, that the arc Ihall not 
be divulged, and that you (hall not re- 
quire me CO make wings for any but 
ourfeives." 

■ *'Why, faid Raflelas, fhould you en- 
vy others fo great an advantage ? AH 
(kill ought to be exerwd for univerfal 
good i every man has owed much to 
others, and ought to repay the kindncfs 
that he has -received." 

"If 
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•* If men were all virtuous, returned 
the artift, 1 fhould with great alacrity 
teach them all to fly. But whatwould 
be the fecurity of the 'good, if the bad 
could at pleafure invade -them from the 
iky ? Againft an army faJling through 
the clouds neither walls, nor mouncains, 
nor feas, could afford any fecurity. A 
flight of northern favages might hovo* 
in the wind* and light at once with irre- 
-f]ftible violence upon the capital of a 
fruitful region that was rolling under 
them. Even this valley, the retreat of 
princes, the abode of happinefe, might 
be violated by the fuddcn ddcent of fome 
of the naked nations that fwarm on the 
coaft of the fouihern fea." 

The prince promifed fecrecy, and wait- 
ed for the performance, not wholly h(^- 
lels 
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piti^i^ifccefs. I^c^iitcd the work ^m 
lime to dmc, pblerved its progrels, and 
jnea^k^ tn^y ingenious contrivances to 
/facilitate motion, and unite levity v/k\t 
jftt!B(ig(h. The artift was every day 
snQiie gertun that he ihould leave vul- 
XaVCA and ea^es behind him, and .the 
contagion. of his conSdence ,feized upoji 
fhcflria.^. 

:In 3 y?ar the wi|ijp Y^ere finilhed, and, 
<}p a, morning ^poioted, the maker ap- 
^leared fucnilhed for fligbt on a little 
^Fonpntory : .he ^aved his ^pinions ^ 
..whife to -gather -«ur, tlien leaped from 
jm.ft^nd, .aqd,i° .^n \°&^^^ dropped intp 
the lake. His firings, which wtj:c of np 
life in the air, fuftaJned him in the water, 
and the. pripce drew him to land, half 
(Jead wixh terJour and vexadon. 

C H A*P. 
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Tihe .pmncefinds a jnacbof ikacning. 



T^.E pnn^e //tfa iiQt-ipupb ^ 
by th|s dif^fter, -haying fvjfferoj 
ll'ipifcl-f to :bope for ajiappier.cyeijt, ooj- 
]y t)?c6ufe he had no Qther means of efcape 
lin.yiQw. I^efftiU.perfifted jn bis dcijgp 
;to leave the t^ppy .valley by tbe fitft 
(Opportupjty. 

■f^is inj^gifia^iQn wasnaw ata-ftand^ 
,be had no pm{<pe& of entering in^pihc 
.wocld; and, notivithftandipg.^ his en- 
.dcjavours ,to fuppoit hicnfelf, <lifconte(]t 
by degrees preyed upon him, and he be- 
gan again to lofc bis thoughts in ladnels. 
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vhen the rainy feafon, which in thele 
countries h periodical, made it incon- 
venient to wander in the woods. 

The r»n omtinued longer and with 
more violence than had been ever known : 
the clouds broke on the furrounding 
mountains, and the torrents ftreamed in- 
tb the plain on every fide, tilt the ca- 
vern was too narrow to dilcharge the wa- 
ter. The lake overflowedits banks, and 
all 'the level of the valley was covered 
with the inundation. The eminence, on . 
which the palace was built, and fome 
other fpots of rifing ground, were all that 
the eye could now difcover. The herds 
and flocks left the pafturts, and botfi 
the wild beafts and the tame retreated to 
die mountains. 

This 

- '•■GcK.^^k'. 



ABISSINIA. 4S 

This inundMkm coafincd all the priite 
ces to domeftick amufcnwnfs, and th* 
attention of Rafielas was particularly 
feized by a poem, which Imlac re- 
hearied upon the various conditions of 
humanity. He commanded the poet 
to attend him in his apartment, and re- 
cite his veries a fecond time-; then 
entering into familiar talk, he thoughc 
himfelf hapj^ in having found a man 
who knew the WCM-Id fo well, and couU 
fo flcilfully pMnt tt\e fceneS: of life. He 
aikcd a thoufand que&icms about tbin^t 
to which* though common to all other 
mortals, his confinement frcan childhood 
had kept him a ftranger. The poet pi- 
tied his ignorance, and loved his curio- 
fity, and entertained him from day to 
day with novelty and inftruftion, fo that 
the prince regretted the ncccIGty of fieep, 
and 
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Mti! longed dH die niormhg> ffiouId>e- 

ncw his plfiirfure. "> 

As they were, fitting, togethfr/ the - 
prince commanded Imlac to relate 
his hiftory, and to tell by what accident 
he was forced, or by what motive 
induced, to dole bis life in the hap- 
py valley. As he was gping. to begia 
his narraciv?, Ra^Ias \taa called to i . 
concert, and obligedto rellrain his cu/i- 
©fity till (ht evening. 

CHAP. viii. 
The hiftory of Imlac. 

TH E cl<£ bf tbrday is, in the re-' 
g^ons of the torrid zonCj-theonlf 
^aToti of diverGon and entertauiaienc, 
z and 
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and kwaschetefbie mid-night before die 
mufick ccifcd, arid the princeflb retired*; 
Raflelas dien called for his aHOpbnion'add 
reqMired bbn to hcfffa th: ftory oi hifr 
life. 

" Sir, Sad Imldc, niy Kftdij wilt 
not be long: the life that is derotcdr 
to knowledge pafles filently away, and 
iA very Hitle dwerfifed by events. To 
talk in publtek, to think in folkii^, t(f 
rtad* atid to hear, to inquire, aAd aiiffirer- 
ihquiries, itf the baling of a fcholar. 
He vVanders aboQC the world wtthooc' 
pbm'p or terrour, and is neither known 
har valued inxt by men I^ himfelf. 

•• I was born in the ftidgdom of Goi- 

atiia, at no great di&M€t fhnn the &>an-. 

tain of the Nile. Mf hther Was a weaU 

thy 
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thy merchant, who traded between' the 
inland countries of Africk and the ports 
<^ the red lea. He was honeft, frugal 
and diligent, but of mean ftrntiments, 
and harrow comprehenfion : he defired- 
only to be rich, aiid to conceal his rich- 
A, left he fiiould be fpoiled by the go- 
vcmours of the province" 

*' Sprely, faid the prince, my father 
mud be negligent of his charge, if any 
man in his dominions dares take th^c 
which belongs to another. Does he not 
know that kings are accountable for tn- 
juftice pennitted ais well as done ? If I 
were e^uperour, not the meaneft of my fub- 
je£ts Ihould be oppreflal with impunity. 
My blood boils when I am told diat a 
merchant durfl: not enjoy his hontft gains 
for ^ar of lofmg them by the rapacity 
'of 
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eF. power. Name the govcrnour who 
robbed the people, that I may declare hif 
crimes to the cmperour." 

. " Sir, faid Imlac, your ardour is 
the natur^ efieft of -virtue animated 
by youth ; the time will come when you 
will acquit your father, a;id perhaps hear 
with lefs impatience of the govcrnour. 
Oppreflion is, in the AbifTmian dominions, 
neither frequent nor tolerated j but no 
form of government has been yet dif- 
covered, by whicii cruelty can be. whol- 
ly prevented. Subordination fuppofes 
power on one part and fubjeftion on the 
others and if power be in the hands 
of men, it will fometimes I;>e abufed. 
The vigilance of the fupreme magiftratc 
may do much, but much will Hill re- 
main undone. He can never know all 
Y-OL. I. E the 
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the crknes that are committed, and -can 
fcldom punifli aU that he knows.*' 

" This, laid die prince, I do not un- 
derftand, but I had rather hear dice thap 
difpute. Continue thy narration." 

** My ftther, proceeded Imlac, origi- 
nally intended diat I fliould have no other 
education, than fuch as might qualify 
me for commerce -, and difcovering in 
me great ftrength of meipory, and quick^ 
nefs of apprehenfion, often declared ha 
hope that I fbould be fome time the rich- 
ej^ man in Alni£nia/' 

** Why, fiud the prince, did rfiy fa- 
ther defire the increafc of his wealth, 
irtien it was already greater than he durft 
^fcorerca- enjoy? I am unwiHing to 
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dbuik thy rcracitjr, yet incohGftendea 
tanooi botb be truCi*' 

** Inconfifiencies, aniWed Imlaict 
cannot both be right, but, imputed to 
man, they may both Tx true. Yet di<- 
Verfity is not inconfillency. My father 
might expcA a time of greater lecurityi 
However, fome defire is ncceflary to 
ke^ life in motion, and he, whofe real 
Vants are fupph^d, rouft admit thbfe of 
fancy.** 

•* Thisi faid the prince, I cart In fom« 
tnCafurc conceive. I repent that I inters 
rupted thee.** 

** With this hope, prcfce^ed Imlac, 

he fent me to fchooli but when 1 

had once found the delight of knowledge* 

E 2 and 
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arid felt the plcafurc .of intelligence and 
the pride of invention, I began filentljr 
to defpife riches, and determined to dif- 
appoint the purpofe of my father, whofe 
groffncfs of conception raifed my pity. 
I was twenty years old before his tender - 
nefs would expofe me to the ^tigue of 
travel, in which time I had been inftruc- 
ted, by fuccelCve matters, in all the lite- 
rature of my native country. As every 
hour taught mc foitiething new, I lived 
in a continual courie of gradfications ; 
but, as I advanced towards manhood, 
I loft much of the reverence with which I 
had been ufed to look on my inftrudors ; 
becaufe, when the lefibn was ended, I did 
not find them wifer or better than com- 
mon men. 



"'At 
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** At length my fiither refdlved to ifti- 
tiate me in commerce, and, opening onC' 
of his fubcerrancan trcaCuries, counted: 
out ten ihoufahd pieces of gold. " This, 
youog man, laid he, is the Aock with ■ 
which you muft negociate.' 1 began with 
lefs than the fifth part, and you lee 
how diligence and parflmony- have in< 
creafed it. This is your own to wade 
or to improve. If you Iquander it by ne- ' 
gligence or caprice, you muft wait for 
my death bsfbre you will be rich : if, in 
four years, you double your ftock, we 
will thenceforward let fubordination ' 
ccafe, and live together as friends and' 
partners; for he fliall always be equal 
with me, who is equally (killed in the art 
of growing rich. ' 



E 3 « We 



54 The PRINCE 6» 

*' We laid oar money upon cameh, 
concealed in bain of cheap goods, aii4 
trarelled to the ihore <tf the red fea. 
Wfien I caft my eye chi the expanfe of 
"waxen my heait bounded like that of a 
piifoner efcaped. I felt an unexttnguiOi' 
able curiolky kindle in my mind, and 
refolved to fnstch this {>ppoitunity of 
fedng the manners of other nations, 
and of karning fciences unknown in A- 
biffinia. 

*.* I remembered that my father had 
obliged me to the impra^^enient of my 
Aock, not by a promife which I ought 
not to violace, but by a penalty which I 
was at liberty tq inqir ; and therefore de< 
temuned to pacify mypredominantdefire, 
and by drinking at the fountains of knpw^ 
ledge* to quench the thiiil of curiofjfy. 
•^ As 
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** As I was ruppo(cd to trade without 
connexion with my father, it was eafy 
for me to become ao^inced with the 
mafter of a flup, and procure a 'pa0age • 
to fomc other country. I bad no mcttivcs 
of choice K> regulate my voyage ; it was 
fufficicnt for me that, wherever I wan- 
dered, I Ihould fee a country which I 
had not fcen before. I therefore entered 
a fliip bound for Surat, having left »■ 
letter for my fother declaring my inteo- 
tion. 
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CHAP. IX. 

The hiftory of Imlac con- 
tinued. 

WH E N I firft entered upon the 
world of waters, "and loft fight 
of land, I looked round about me with ' 
pleafing terrour, and "thinking my foul 
enlarged by the boundlels profpeft, ima-' 
gittcd that I could gaze round for ever 
without fatiety ; but, in a fhort daie, I 
grew weary of looking on barren uni- 
formity, where I could only fee ag^n 
what I had already fceo. I then defcend- 
ed into the Ihlp, and doubted for a while 
whether all my future pleafures would not 
«nd like this in difguft, ^nd difappcvnt- 
ment. 
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ment. Yet, furely, faid I, the ocean- 
and the land are very different j . the only 
variety of water is reft and motion, but 
the earth has mountains and vallics, de- 
forts and cities : it is inhabited by men 
of different cuftoms and contrary opini- 
ons ; and I may hope to find variety in. 
life, though I Ihould mifi it in nature. 

*' With this thought I quieted my mind ; 
and anmfcd myfelf during the voyage, 
fometimes by learning from the tailors 
the art ot navigation, which I ha^e ne- 
ver praftifed, and Ibmetimes by forming 
fchemes for my conduft in difierent fitu- 
ations, in not one of which I have been- 
ever placed. 

"Iwasalmoft weary of my naval amufe- 

mentswhen wclandcdfafely at Sural. I 

fe- 
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lecuFcd my money, and purchasing Ibme 
cooimodities for (how, joined mylelf to: 
a caravan that 'was pafling into the in- 
land country. My companions, for fome 
reafon or other, conjecturing that I was 
rich, and, by my inquiries and admira- 
tion, finding that I was ignorant, conli- 
dered me as a novice whom they had a^ 
right to cheat, and who was to learn at - 
the ufual expence the aFt of fraud. They 
expofed me to the theft of fervants, and 
the exaction of officers, and Taw me 
plundered upo^ falle pretences, without 
any advastage to themfelves, but tha^ 
of rejoicing in the fuperiority of their 
own knowledge." 

" Stop a moment, faid the prince. Is 

there fuch depravity in mao, as that he 

ihould injure another without benefit to 

himfelf? 
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btmiclff I can eafily conceive that alt are 

jde^fed with fupcriorhy ; but your igoO" 
ranee nai merely itccidental, which, 
being neither your crime nor your folly, 
could afibrd them no reafon to applaud 
^mfelves; and the knowledge wbkh 
they had, and which you wanted, they 
might as effectually have fhewn by warn- 
ing, as betraying you." 

. " P^de, {aid Imlac, is leldom de- 
licate, it will pleafe itftlf with very 
mean advantages ; and envy feels not 
its own happinefs, but when it may 
be compared with the mifery of others. 
They were my enemies becaufe they 
grieved to think me rich, and my 
ppprelTors becaufe they delighted to find 

me weak." 

- i T'T-- 
■• /■/■'"";t' '"\ "Pro- 
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" Proceed, faid the prince : I doubf 
not of the feds which you relate, but 
imagine that you impute thetn to mif- 
takenmoiives." 

** In this company, laid Imlac,' 
I arrived at Agra, the capital of Indof- 
tan, the city in which the great Mogul 
commonly refides. I ^>plied myfelf to 
the language t^ the country, and in a 
few months was able to converfe with the 
learned men ; fome of whom I found 
morofe and re&rvcd, and others eafy 
and communtcattTe ; Ibme were unwil- 
ling to teach another what they had with 
difficulty learned themfelves ; and fome 
Ihewed that the end of their flildies was 
to gain the dignity of inftruding. 

"To 

„,.,,:,„,GcK,^^ic 
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, "^ To the tutor. trf" the young princes 
I recommended myfclf . fo much, that I 
was prefented to the etnperour as a man 
ofuncoftimon knowledge. Thecmpe- 
rour afked me many queftions concern^ 
ing my country and my travels; and 
though I cannot now recoiled any thing 
that he uttered above the power of a 
common man, he difmiHed me afloniOied 
at his wirdom, and enamoured of his 
goodnefs. 

" My credit was now fo high, that 
the merchants, with whom I had travel- 
led, applied to me for recommendations 
to the ladies of the court. I. was fur- 
prifcd at their conBdence of folicitation, 
and gently reproached them with their 
praftices . on the road. They heard me 
with 
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with cold indififcrencet and 8ic*<id M 
tckcm of diaxnc or forrtiw, 

•' They then Urged their rcqueft with 
the of&r of a bribe ; but what I Would 
not do for kindnefs I would notdo fof 
mohty i and refuied thetil, not becaufti 
they had injured me, but betaufc I would 
not enable them to injure others ( for I 
knew, they would have made ufe of my 
credit to cheat thofe who (hoold buy thci^ 
Wares. 

V* 

" Having refided tt Agfa till elicrt 
Was no mMC to be learned, I travelled 
into Periia, wl^re I faW many remains 
oF ancient munificence, and obferved 
many ntw aflcotrtmodations of life. Tbtf 
Fcrfians are a nation eminently ibciaf, 
and their al!t:mblics afforded me daily 
opjjor- 



. ABISSINIA. 6i 

opportunities of remaining charafters 
and' manners, and of tracing human na^ 
ture through all its yariadons. 

*' From Perfia I pafled into Arabia, 
where I faw a nation at oncepaftoral 
and warlike ; who live without any fet- 
tled habiution; whofe only wealth is 
their flocks and herds ; and who have 
yet carried on, through all ages, an 
hereditary war with all mankind, though 
they neither covet nor envy their pot 
fe0ions. 
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C H A P. X. 

Imlac's hiftory continued. A dif- 
fertation upon poetry. 

WHEREVER Iwcnt. Ifound 
that Poetry was confidered as the 
liigheft learning, and regarded with a ve- 
neration ibmewhat approaching to that 
which man would pay to' the Angelick 
Nature. And it yet fills me with won- 
der, that, in almofl: all countries, the 
moft ancient poets are confidered as the 
beft : whether it be that every other 
kind of knowledge is an acquifition 
gradually attfuned, and poetry is a gift 
conferred at once; or that the firft 
poetry of every nation furprifed them as 
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a novelty, and ret^ned ihe credit by con- 
feat which it received by accident at firft : 
or whether, as the province of poetry is 
to delcribe Nature and PaQion, which 
are always the fame, the firft writers took 
polfelTionof the raoft ftriking objects for 
ckfcription, and the moft probable occur- 
rences for fiaion, and left nothing to 
thofe that followed them, but tranfcrip- 
tion of the latnc events, and new combi- 
nations of the lame imi^es. Whatever 
be the reafon, it is commonly obferved that 
the earlywriters are in polTefllon of nature, 
and their followers of art : that the firft 
excel in ftrength and invention, and the 
latter in elegance and refinement. 

*' I was defirous to add my name to t^Is 
illuftrious fraternity. I read all the poets 
of Perfu and Arabia, and was able to 

^^L. I, F re- 
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repeat by-ificmory the volumes that ire 
fufpeotied in the mofque of Mecca. But 
I foon found'that no man was ever great 
by imitation. My defire of excellence 
impelled me to traftsrer my atterttion to 
nature and to life. Nature Was to be 
"my fubjeft, and men to be nty auditors ; 
I could never dcfcribe what 1 had not 
fcen : I could not hope to move thofe 
with delight or terrour, Whofe interefts 
and opinions I did not undeiiland. 

" Being now refblvedto bea poet,I iaw 
everything withanEwpurTofei myfphere 
of attention was fuddenly magnified; no 
kind of knowledge was to fee overlooked. 
I ranged mount^ns and deferts for images 
and refemblances* ^nd pidured upon my 
mind every tree of the foreft and Bower 
of the valley. I obfervcd with equal 
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tAT& the crags of the rock and the pin- 
nacles of the palace. Sometimes I wan- 
dered along the mazes of the riviilet^ 
and fometicnes watched the changes of ths 
fummer clouds. To a poet nothing can be; 
ufelcfe. Whatever is beautiful, and what- 
ever is dreadflil, mull be familiar to his 
imagination : he mufl; be cohverfant with 
all that is awfully va{l or elegantly lit- 
tle. The plants of the garden, the ani- 
mals of the wood, the minerals of the 
earth, and m«eors of the iky, mull all 
concur to. Hore his mind with inexhaufti- 
ble variety : for every idea is ufeful for 
"the inforcement or decoration of moral or 
religious truth ; and he, who knows moft, , 
will have moft power of diverfifying his 
fcenes, and of gratifying his reader with 
reniocc allufions and uncxpeded inftruc- 
tion. 

Fa " AH 
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" All the appearances of nature I «aS| 
therefore careful . to ftud/, and every 
country which I h^vc furveyed^ has con- 
tributed fortieihing to my poetic^ 
powers." 

** In fo wide a furvcy, Tud the prince, 
you muft furely have left much unob- 
ferved. 1 have lived, till now, within 
the circuit of thefe mountains, and yet 
cannot walk abroad without the fight of 
fomething which I had never beheld be- 
fore, or never heeded." 

*' The bulinefs of a poet, iaid Im- 
lac, is to examine, not the individual, 
but the fpecics j to remark general pro- 
perties and large appearances : he does 
not number the ftreaks of the tulip, or 
defcdbe the dii&rcnt Ihades in the ver- 
tiurc 
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dure of the forcft. He is to exhibit in his 
portraits of nature fuch prominent and 
ftriking features, « rccal the ori^nal to 
every mind; and muft negledl the 
minuter difcriminations, which one may 
have remarked, and another have neglec- 
ted, for thofe.chva^rifticks which are 
alike obvious to vigilance and carelcf- 
nefs. 

** But the knowledge of nature is on- 
ly half the taSk of a poet ; he muft be ac- 
quainted likewifemth all the modes of life. 
His character requires that he eflimate the 
happinefs and mifery of every condition ; 
obferve the power of all the paffions in all 
their combinations, and trace the changes 
of the human mind as they are modiBed 
by various in (litutions.andaccidentaIinflu- 
F 3 ■ ences 
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cncesofcliraateorcuftom,froni thefprite* 
linefs of infancy to rfie defpondence of 
decrepitude. He muft diveft himfelf of 
the prejudices of his age or country ; be 
muft confider right and wrong in their 
abftrafted and invariable ftate ; he muft 
difregard prefent laws and opinions, 
and rife to general and tranfccndental 
truths, which will always be the fame : 
he muft therefore content himfelf with 
the flow progrefs of his name j con- 
temn the applaufe of his own time, 
and commit his claims to thejufticc of pof- 
terity. He muft write as the interpreter 
of nature, and the leg^flator of mankind, 
and confider himfelf as prefiding over 
the thoughts and manners of future 
generations } as a being fuperiour to tim? 
and place. 



■H!(f 
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*f His labour is not yet at an end ; be ~ 
mull know many languages and many , 
fciences i and, that his ftile may be 
worthy of his thoughts, muft by incef- 
fant praftice, familiarize to himfelf every 
delicacy of Ipeech ^nd grace of harmo- 
ny." 

C H A P. XI. 

Imiac's narrative continued. A 
hint on pilgrimage. 

IM L A C now kk the enthufiallic iits 
and was proceoiing to aggraodize hi^ 
own profeffion, when ihe prince cried 
cwE, " Enough ! Thou haft convinced 
me^ that no human being can ever be 9 
poeL Proceed with thy nwration." 

** To be a poet, faid Imlac, is indeed 

very difficult. " " So difficult, returned 

die prince, that I will at prefcnt hear do 

. F 4 more 
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more of- his labours. Tell me .whither 
you went when you had feea Pcrfia." 

*' From Perfia, faid the poet, I tra- 
velled through Syria, and for three years 
rcfided in Palcftine, where I convericd 
with great numbers of the northern and 
weftern nations of Europe j the nations 
which arenow in pofieffioni of all power ' 
and all knowledge ; whofe armies are ir- 
refiftible, and whofe fleets command the 
remoteft parts of the globe. When I 
- compared thefe men with the natives of 
our own kingdom, and thofe that fur- 
round us, they appeared ilmoft another 
order of beings. In their countries it is 
difficult to wi(h for any thing that may 
not be obtained: a thoufand arts, of 
which we never heard, are -continually 
labouring for their convenience and plca- 
fure; 

„„,,.',GcK>gk 
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fort i wwJ.whatever their own climate has 
denied them is fupplied by their com- 
merce." 

**B)rwhat mcMis, faid the prince, are 
the Europeans thus po*erfiil ? or why, 
fmce they can fo eafily vifit Afia and A- 
frica for trade or conqueft, cannot the 
Afiaticksand Africans invade their coafb, 
plant colonies in their ports, and give 
laws to their natural princes ? The fame 
wind that carries them back would bring 
us thither." 

" They are more powerful, Sir, than 
we, anfwered Imlac, becaufe they are 
wifcr •, knowledge will always predomi- 
nate over ignorance, as man governs the 
other animals. But why their know- 
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realbn can be given, but the unlearchaUe 

*ill of the Supreme Bcii^." 

** When, faid the prince with a figh, 
£halt 1 be able to vilit Paleftine, and min- 
gle with this mighty confluence of na- 
ticHis ? "Fill that happy moment fliall 
arrive, let me fill up the time wi^ fuch 
reprefentaOOTis as thou canfl: give me. I 
am not ignorant of the motive that af- 
fembtcs fuch numbers in that pUce, and 
cannot but confider it as the center of 
wifdom and piety, to which ihc bcft and 
wifefl: men of every land muft be conti- 
nually refbrong." 

*' There are ftsne nations, faid Imla^- 

that frnd fcwviStants to Paleftinei.for 

many aumerous and learned fefts in 

£urop^ concur to cenfure pilgrimage 

* a? 
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as faperilitioui, or deride ii as ridku- 
Jous." 

" You know, faid the prince, how 
little my life has made me acquaintxd 
with diverfity of opinions : it will be too 
long to hear the arguments on both 
fides i you, that have confidered them, 
Kll me the refult." 

*' Pilgrimage, faid Imlac, like many 
other a&s of piety, may be reafonrf>4e 
or fupCTlIitious, according to the princi- 
ples upon which it is performed. Long 
joumies in iearch of truth are not coni- 
manded. Truth, fuch as is necef&ry to 
the regulation of life, is always found 
where it is honeftly fought. Change of 
place is no natural caufeof theincreafe 
of ljiety» for it inevitably produces dif- 
fipatioQ 
^">->8l^' 
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■fipition of mind. Yet» fince men go 
every day to view the fields where great 
aftitms have been performed, and return 
with ftronger impreflions of the event, 
curiofity of the fame kind may naturally 
difpofe us to view that country whence 
our religion had its beginning; and I 
-believe no man furveys thofe awful fcenet 
without fome confirmation of holy rcfo- 
lutions. That the Supreme Being may 
be more eafily propitiated in one place 
than in another, is the dream of idle 
fuperftidon ; but that fome places may 
operate upon our own minds in an un- 
common manner, is an opinion which 
hourly experience willjuftify. He who 
fuppofes that his vices may be more fuc- 
cefsfully combated in Palcftine, will, 
perhaps, find himfelf miftaken, yet he 
may go thither without folly : he who 
thinks 
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thinks they will be mora freely par- 
doned, dilhonours at once his leafon and 
religion." 

*• Thcfe, fad the prince, are Euro- 
pean diftindions. I will confider them 
another time. What have you found to 
be the cffed oF knowledge ? Arc thole 
nations happier than we ?" 

" There is fo much infelicity, fwd the 
poet, in the world, that fcarce any man 
has letfure from his own diftreflfes to elli- 
mate the comparative happinefs of others. 
Knowledge is certainly one of the means 
of pleafure, as is confefled by the na- 
tural defire which every mind feels of 
increafmg its ideas. Ignorance is mere 
privation, by which nothing can be pro- 
duced : it is a vacuity in which the foul 
fits motionlefs and torpid for want of at- 
traction J 



^ff T.Mi PRINCE -or 
Crayon; and, without knowing why, we 
always rqoice when we Icam, and grieve 
whenweforget. I am therefore indined to 
conclude, that, if notlui^ counttrafe the 
natural confequence of learning, wcgrow. 
more happy as our minds take a wider 
range. 

'* In enumerating the particular com- 
forts of life we ihall find many advan- 
t^;es on die Gde of the Europeans. They 
cure wounds and difeafes with which we 
languiih and pcrilh. Wc &ffer incle- 
mencies of weather which they can ob- 
viate. They have engines for the de(p»rch 
of many laborious wofks, which we 
mull perfomi by manual induftry. 
There is fucli communication between 
diEbot places, that one friend can hardly 
be liud to be abfenc from another. 7 heir - 
ptlky 

„,.,:.„GcK>gi. 
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policy removes all publick inconvenien- 
cies : they have roads cut through thar 
mountMns, and bridges lad upon their 
rivers. And, if we defcend «> the priva- 
cies of life, thdr habiUdons are more 
' commodious, and their polfcflions are 
iTiore fecure." 

*' They are furely h^qipy. Cud the 
.prince, who have all thefe coivvenicn- 
cics, of which I envy none (6 much as 
the facility with which feparated iriends 
interchange their thoughts." 

*' The Europeans, anfwercd Imlac, 
are lefs unhappy than we, but they are 
not happy. Human life is every where 
a fl^e in which much is to be endured, 
and little to be enjoyed.'* 
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CHAP. XII. 
The ftory of Imlac continued. 

•* T AM not yet willing, faid the princcj 
. X CO fuppofe that happinefs is fo par- 
funonioufly diftributed to mortals ; nor 
can believe but that, if I had the choice 
of life, I Ihould be able to fill every day 
with pleafure. I would injure no man, 
and fliould provoke no rcfentment: I 
would relieve every diftrefs,- - and fhould 
enjoy the benedictions of gratitude. I 
would choofc my friends among the wife, 
and my wife among the virtuous ; and 
therefore fhould be in no danger from 
treachery, or unkindnefs. My children 
ihould, by my care, be learned and pious, 
. *and 
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and would repay to my age what *^' 
childhood had received. What woukl- 
dare to mcdefl: t^m who m^t call ow 
evoy fide to tkoufands enmted by. 
his. bounty, or affifttd bf fcte poWff; 
And why fljodld not life <gUdfe (^uiody* 
away in the fbft reciprocation of pro-' 
teftion and reverence ? All phis ma^fee' 
done without the help of European re- 
finements, ^hich appear by their. rffefts 
to be ratixr fpecious thdn ufeftil, L^ 
us leave them and perfue obt journey.'* : 

*< From Palelline, faid Imloc, I |»Qed 
dirough many regions of Afiaj in th» 
more civilized kingdoms as a trader, ami 
among the Barbarians of the mountupv 
as a pilgrim. At lad I began to katg 
for my native country, that I might rt- 
pofe after tny iravcls, and fatigaSs, in &i 

Vit. I. G places 
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jUmcHs where I had fpent my earlieft years^ 
wd gladden my old companions with the 
necttal of my adventures. Olten did I 
figure to myielf thofe, with whom I bad 
Iporced away the gay hours, of dawiung 
life^ fitting round me in its evening, 
wondering at my tales, and liftening to. 
my counfcls^ 

" When this thought had taken pof. 
fefl»n of my mind, I considered every 
moment as wafted whif;h did not bnng 
me nearer to Abiflinia. I haftened into 
S^pt, and, notwithftanding my impa- 
tience, wasdetainedtenmonthsinthecon- 
ten^lation of its ancient magniBcence, and 
in enquiries after the remains of its ancient 
kftrntng. I found in Cairo a mixture of 
all nations ; fome brought thither by the 
love of knowledge, fome by the hope of 
gain. 
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£kin> and many by the defire of li^i^ 
after their own manner" without obfcrva- 
tion, and of lying hid in the obfeurityctf 
multitudes : ' fur,- in a city*' populous as 
Cairo, it is poflible to obtain at the i&nm 
time the gratifications of focicty, and 
the fecrecy of Iblitude. 

■" FroiBiCajro I travelled to Suez, 
and embarked on the Red fea, p^IBng a- 
long the coaft.till I arrived at the poa 
from which I had departed twenty yean 
before. Here I joifted myfelf to a cara- 
van ;tnd re-«ntered my native country. ; 

." I now expeded th&careOcs of cnjf 
kinfmen, and the congratulations of my 
friends, and was not without hope that 
tny father, whatever value he had fet 
Upon riches, would own withigladneii 
^ ■ G 2 and 
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»nd pride a fon who was able t» add to 
the felicity and honour of the nattoo. 
Btit Iwas foon convinced that my thoi:^;hts 
were van. My father had been dead 
fourteen years, havir^ divided his wealth 
among my brothers, who were remold 
to fome other provinces. Of my com^ 
panions the greater part was in the grave, 
©f the reft fome could with difficulty re- 
member me, and fbme confideced me as 
*>ne. corrupted by foraign manners. 

' ** A man uled to vidllitudes is- not ea^ 
fily dejiefted. I forgot, after a time, my 
difappointment, and endeavoured to re- 
commend myfelf td the noUes of the 
kingdom : they admitted me to th«r ta- 
bles, heafd my ftory, and difmifled me; 
1 opened a fcbool, and was pr(^btttd to 
teach. I then refolvcd to. lit down in the 
■quiet 
'■■ ' 8^^' 



ABISSINIA. 85 

quiet of domeftick life, and addrelicd a. 
lady chat was fond of my converfation, 
but reje£t«d my fuit, becaufe Eiy faihtr 
was a merchant. 

** Wearied at laft with folicitation and 
repulfes, I refolved to hide royfclf foe 
ever from the world, and depend qo 
longer on the opiniott or caprice of others* 
I waited for the time wheii the gate of 
the hapfy vaUey Ihould open that I might 
bid farewell to htspe and fear:. the day 
came I myperfOTmancewasdiftingui&e^ 
with favour, and I refigned myfelf wit^ 
joy to perpetual confinement." 

'* Haft thou here found happinefs at 

laft? faid Raffelas. Tell me without 

refervci art thou content with thy con- 

ditipni ? or, doft thpu wilh to be again 

v^ G 3 wan- 
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wandering and inqyiiing ? All the in- 
"habimits of this v»!Iey celebrate their lot* 
and, at the annual viQc of the emperour, 
iftTitc others to partala of their fcli- 
tity." 

■• « Great prince, f^d Imlac, I (hall 
^leak the truth : I know not one of all 
your attendants who does not lament the 
hour when he Hitcred this retreat. I am 
lefs utJiappy than the reft, bpcaufc I' have 
a mind replete with im^es, which I can 
Tiary and combine at pleafure. I can 
amufe my folitude by the renovation of 
the knowledge which begirts to fade from 
my memory, and by recollection of the 
accidents of my pad life. Yet all thii 
ends in the forrowful con(ideratioh, thaf 
my acquirements are now ufelels, and 
that none of my pleafurcs can be agaip 
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«njoyed* The reft, whole minds have 
no impreflion but of the prcfent moment, 
Breather corroded by malignant paOionv 
or In ftupid in the gloom of perpetmU 
Tacancy." 

** What paffions can infcft dwf^ faid 
the prince, who have no rivals ? W^ 
are in a place where impotence precludes 
malice, and where all envy is repreflfed 
by community of enjoyments." 

■ •' There may be community, faid Iiik- 
lac, c^ material pc^efTions, but there caa 
never be ccwnmunity of love or of efteem^ 
It mult happen that one will pleale more 
than another ; he that knows himlelf de- 
Jpi&d will always be envious ; and fUH 
more envious and malevolent, if he is 
G 4 con- 



■■'-) 



^ The prince of 

condemned to live in the prefence of tlujfc 
who de%ife him. The invitations, by 
which they aliure others to a ftate which 
(hey fcel.to be wretched, proceed from 
the natural malignity of hopelcfs mifery; 
- They are weary of themfelves, and of 
tech fither, and cxpe^ to find j^ief in 
new companions. They envy the liber* 
ty which their folly has forfeited, and 
would, ^adly fee all mankind impiifotieci 
like themfelves. 

. •• From this crime, however, I am 
wholly free. No man can fay that he is 
wretched by my perfuafion. I look with 
^ity on the crowds who are annually foli-. 
titing admiflion to captivity, and wifh 
that it were lawful for me to warn them 
of their danger.**- 
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'" My dear Imlac, faid the prince, I 
Trill open to thee my whole heart, i 
have long meditated an cfcapc from the 
happy valley. I have examitied the 
mountains on every fide, but find myfclf 
infnperably barred : teich me the way 
to break my prilbn; thou Ihalt be the 
companion of my flight, the guide of 
my rambles, the partner of my fortum^ 
ted my- fole director in the dfoite «/ 

" Sir, anfwered the poet, yourefcape 
will be difficult, and, perhaps, you may 
foon repent your curiofity. The worI(^ 
which you figure to yourfctf fmooth ami 
quiet as the lake in the valley, yoa will 
find a fea foaming with tempefts, and 
bdling ' with whirlpools : yon valt ' be 
lometimcs overwhelmed bytbe waves of 
vio-. 
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vidence, and fometimes dafhed againft 
the rocks of treachery. Amidfl: wroog». 
andlrauds, coaipeticioiis and atucieties,- 
you will wilh a thouTand times for thefe 
feats of quiet, and willingly quit hope 
to be free from fear." 

** Do not fcek to deter me from my 
purpofe, fud the prince: 1 am impatient 
to lee what tluu baft feen ; and, fince thou 
art thyfclf weary of the valley, it is eri-' 
dent, that diy former ftate was better than 
this. Whatever be the confequencc of 
mj experiment* I am refolved to judge 
wit^ jny Qfvmeyes of the various condi- 
tions of men, and then to make delibe- 
rately my cbau of life'* 

*'Ibmafrud, faid Imlac, you are 
hindered by finniger reilraints than my 
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perfu9&ons; yec, if your^ecerminatipnis 
fixed, I do not counfel you to defpair. 
Few things are impoflible to diligence 
and ikill," 



CHAP. XIII, 

Kaflelas dlfcovers the means of 
efcape. 

TH E prince now dlfmiIE:d' his H» 
. vourice CO reft, bat the narradve 
oF wonders and novelties filled his 
mind with perturbation. He revolvwl 
all that he had heard, and prepared in^ 
oulnerable (jueftion^ for the morning. 

Much of his uneafincfa ifas nftw re- 
pioved. He had a friend to whom he 
couldt 
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could impart his thoughts, and whofc 
experience could alTifl: him in his defigns. 
His heart was no longer condemned to 
fwell with filent vexation. He thought 
that even the Afj^vij/Ziry might be endured 
with fuch a companion, and that, if they 
could range the world tether, he (hould 
have nothing further to deiirc. 

In a few days the water was difcharged, 
and the ground dried. The prince and 
Imlac then walked oat tether to con- 
verfe without the nptice of the reft. The 
prince, whofe tboughts were always «* 
the wing, as he pailed by the gate, fatd, 
with a countenance of fbriow, " WhjT 
arc thou So ftrong,' and why is man fo 
weak f". 
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*' Man is not weak, anfwcred his comr 
panion ; knowledge is more than equiva^ 
lent to force, The mafter of mecha- 
Dicks laughs at ftrcngth. I can burft the 
gate, but cannot do it fecretl/. Some 
other expedient muft be toed," 

As they were walking on the fide of 
the mountain, they obferved that the 
conies, which the rain had driven from 
their burrows, had taken (belter among 
the bufhcs, and formed holes behind 
them, tending upwards in an oblique 
line. *' It has been the opinion of an- 
dq\nty, fzid Imlac, that human reafon 
borrowed many arts from the intlinA 
of animah ; let us, therefore, not thiak 
ourfelves d^raded by learning from the 
coney. We may efcape by piercing the - 
mountain in the fame diredtion. Wc 
'- A . will 
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will begin where the flinimit hangs ov^er 
the middle part, and labour upwai'd rjfl 
we flwll iffue out beyond ths promi- 
nence." 

The eyes of the prince, when he heard 
this propofal, fparklcd with joy. The 
execution was eafy, and the fucccfs cer- 
tain. 

No time was now loft. They hafteri- 
ed early in the morning to chufe a place 
proper for their mine. They clam- 
bered with great fatigue among crags 
and brambles, indreturned without hav- 
ing difcovered any part that favoured 
their defign. The fecond and the third 
day were fpcnt in the fame manner, and 
with the fame fruftration. But, on the 
■fourth, they found a fmall cavern, coa- 
/ ^ Scaled 
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ccalcd by a thicket, where they refolv^- 
to make their experiment. 

Tmlac "procured inftraments proper to 
hew ftone and remove earth, and they' 
fell to their work on the next day with 
more eagernefs than vigour. They were 
prcfently exhauftcd by their eflbrts, and 
lat down to pant upon the grafs. The 
prince, for a moment, appeared to be 
dilcouraged. ** Sir, faid his companion, 
praAice wilt enable us to continue our la- 
bour for a. longer time ; mark, however, 
how far we have advanced, and you will 
find that our toll will fome time have an 
end. Great works are performed, not 
by ftrength, but perfeverance : yonder 
palace was r aifcd by finglc ftones, yet you 
fee its height and fpactou(iie{s. He that - 
fball walk with vigour three hours ft day 
*- -v 7 will 
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will paTs in (even years a fpace equil to 
the circumference of the globe." 

They returned ito- their work day af- 
ter day, and, in a Ihort time, found a 
filTure in the rock, which enabled them to 
pa& far wich very little obftrudion. This 
Raflelas confidered as a good omen. 
** Do not difturb your mind, faidlmlac, 
with other hopes or fears than reafon 
Oiay fuggeft : if you are pleafcd with 
prognofticks of good, you will be terri- 
6ed likewife with tokens of evil, and 
your whole life will be a prey to fuper- 
ftition. Whatever facilitates our work 
is more than an omen, it is a caufe o£ 
fuccels. This is one of thofc plcafing 
furppifes which oftoi happen to aftive 
refolution. Many things difficult to de> 
Ggti prove eafy to performance." 



ptAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

RalTelas and Imlac receive an un- 
expefted vifit. 

THEY had now wrought their way 
to the middle, and fokced their 
toil with the approach of liberty, when 
the prince, coming down to refrelh him- 
felf with ^r, found his filter Nekayah 
ftanding before the mouth of the cavity. 
He ftarted and flood confufed, afraid to 
tell his defign, and yet hopelels to con* 
ccal it. A few moments determined him 
to repofe on her fidelity, and fecure her 
fccrccy by a declaration without referve. 

** Do not imagine, faid the princefs, 
that I came hither as a fpy : I had long 
obferved from my window, that you -and 
■ Voi. I. H Imlac 

i 
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ImUc diie&ed your walk every day to* 
wards the rame point, but I did not fup- 
po& yoti had any betur realbn for the 
pcefcrence than a cooler fliade, or tnoii; 
itagiaot bank i vnx foLk>wed you with 
any other dclignthan to paitake of your 
f^Ttriktioii. ^oc thm nor fufpicion 
but foadne& has dete&d you, - let me 
not lofe the advant^ of my dilcovery. 
I am equally weary of conBnement with 
your&lf» and not k& defirous of know- 
ing whM is done or fofieced in the world. 
Pennit me to fly with you fcom this 
taftel^ tranquility, which will yeterovF 
more loathfome wten you have left me. 
You may deny me to accompany you, 
but cannot hinder me from followiftg." 

The prince, who loved Nckayah abQve 

his other filters,. ha4 no in^tn^tion to 

reil^fe 
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refule her ns}ueft, and grieved that he 
bad Ictfl: an Of^Hntunt^ of fitewing lib 
confidence by a voluntary coffiiimaktf- 
tion. It was therefore sliced HxA Qx 
fhould leave the valley with them *, and 
that, in the mean time, (he (hould watch^ 
left any other ftra^Ier ftiould, bychwiee 
or curtofity, fbBow them to the moun- 
tain. 

At length their labour was at an end ; 
they faw lig^t beyond the prominence, 
ar;d> tfluing to the top of the mountain, 
beheld the Nile, yet a narrow current 
wandering beneath them. 

The prince looked round with rapture, 

anticipated all the pleafures of travel, 

and in thought was already tranfported 

beyond his father's dominions. Imlac, 

H 2 though 
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.though very joyful at his efcape, "had 
rlefs expectation of pleafure in the world, 
.which he had before tried, and of which 
he had been weary. 

RafleUs was fo much delighted with 
a wider horizon, that he could notibon 
be perfuaded to return into the valley. 
He informed his fifter that the way vm 
open, and that nothing now remained 
but to prepare for their departure. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 

The prince and princefs leave the 
valley, and fee many wonders. 

TH E prince and princefs had jewels 
fufficient to make them rich when- 
ever they came into a place of commerce, 
which, by Imlac's direction, they hid in 
their cloaths, iHld, on the night of the 
next full moon, all left the valley. The 
princefs was followed only by a fingle fa- 
vourite, who did not know whither Ih? 
was going. 

They clambered through the cavity, 

and began to go down on the other fide. 

The princefs and her maid turned their 

H 3 eyes 
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tya Umards every part, and, feeing no- 
thing to bound their profpeft, axtlidacd 
themfelvcs as in danger of bang loft iii 
a dreary vacuity. They flopped and 
CEttnUcd. ** I am alm^ afrud, &id the 
princefi, to begin a journey of whidi I 
cannot perceive an end, and to venture 
into thisimmenfe plain where I may be 
iqpproadied on every fide by men whom ~ 
I never law." The prince (elt nearly the 
iiuiie emotions, though he thought it 
niorc manly to conceal them. 

Imkc fmiled at their terrours, and 
encour^cd them to proceed ; but the 
princefs continued trrefoiute till (he had 
been imperceptibly drawn forward too 
far to return. " 
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In the mormng tbey foand fi»ne (hep- 
lKrd» in the field, whoftt milk and fruits 
before them. The prince^ wcmdered- 
that (he did not fee a palace readf for her 
retepcion, and a table fpread with deli- 
cacies; but, bcii^ lunt and hut^ry, 
file drank the milk and cat' the fruits, 
and thought them of a higher flavour 
than the products of the valley. 

They travelled forward by cafy jour- 
neys, being all unaccuftomed to toil or 
diiHculty, and knowing, that thoi^h 
they might be mifled, they could not 
be perfucd. In a few days they came in- 
to, a more populous region, where Imlac 
was diverted with the admiration which 
his companions cxprd^ at the diverfity 
of manners, ftations and employments. 

H 4 Their 
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Their drefs was fuch as might notbtti^ 
upon them the fulpicion of having mf. 
thing to conceal, yet the prince, where- 
evcr he came, cxpeded to be obeyed, 
and the princefs was frighted, becaufe 
thofe that came into her prefence did not 
proflraie themfelves before her. Imlx 
was forced to obferve them with great 
vigilance, left they fhould betray their 
rank by their unufual behaviour, and 
detained them feveral weeks in the firft 
village to accuftom them to the fight of 
common mortals. ' 

By degrees the royal wanderers wertf 
taught to underftand that they had for a 
time laid afide their dignity, and were to 
expert only fuch regard as liberality and 
courtefy could procure. And Imlac, hav- 
ing, by many admonitions, prepared them 
5 • K> 
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to endure the tumults of a port, and the 
ruggednefs of the commercial race, 
brought them down to the fea-coaft. 

The prince and his filter, to whonr 
every thing was new, were gratified 
equally at all places, and therefore re- 
mained for fome months at the port 
without any inclination to pafs further. 
Imlac wascontent with their ftay, bc- 
caufe he did not think it fafe to ex- 
pofe them, unprailifed in the world, to 
the hazards of a foreign country. 

, At lafl: he began to fear left they 
fliould be difcovered, and propofed to fix 
a day for their departure. They had no 
pretenfions to judge for themfclves, and 
referred the whole fchcme to his direflion. 
He therefore took paflagc in a Ihip to 
Suez; 
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&KZ ; UK?, when thr time cam^ wHh 
great difficuhy prerailed on the pnnceft 
(Dcocer rftc vefleL They had a tpick 
and prorperoos voy^c, and from Suez 
imcllcd by knd to Caira 



CHAP. XVI, 

TlKy enter Cairo, and find every 
man happy. 

AS ifaey approached the dty, which 
filled the ftrangers with adontlh- 
KKOC, ** Tbis, faid Imlac &> tlie prince, 
i&the place where traTrilerft smd met' 
chzocs al&mble from att the <orner» of 
fbe cac^ You wUI here find men Of 
every cbarofier, and every occupation. 
CoouxKrcc i& here honourable i I wiH a£lt 
u 
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U a merchant, and you ihall live at 
ftrai^;ers, who have no other end of tra- 
vel than curiofHjr -, itwiliroonbcobfervcd 
that wc arc rich ; our reputation will 
procure us accefs to all whom we fliall 
defire to know, you will fee all the 
conditi(His of humanity, and enable 
yourfelf at leifiire to make your ctfiue ef 
Uf,.- 

They now entered the town, fhinned 
by the noife, and offended by the crowds. 
Inftruflion had not yet fo prevailed over 
habit, but that they wondered to fee 

.themfelves paTs undiftinguilbed along the 
firect, and met by the loweft of die 
people without reverence or notice. The 
princefs could not ^t firft bear the 
thought of being levelled with the vul- 
gar, and, ^ fome days, continued in 

• her- 
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iier chamber, where fhe was ferved by 
her favounte Pekuah as in the palace of 
.the valley. 

Imlac, who underftood traffick, fold 
part of the Jewels the next day, and hired 
a houfc, which he adorned with fuch mag- 
nificence, that he was immediately con- 
iidertd as a merchant of great wealth. 
Hi^ politenefs attracted many acquain- 
tance, and his generofity made him 
courted by many dependants. His ta- 
ble was crowded by men of every na- 
tion, who all admired his knowledge, 
and folicited his favour. His compa- 
nions, not being able to mix in the con- 
verfation, could make no difcovery of 
their ignorance or furprife, and were^ra- 
dually initiated in the world as they gun- 
ed knowledge of the language. 

The 
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The prince had, by frequent lectures, 
been taught the ufe and nature of money ; 
but the ladies could not, for a long time, 
comprehend what the merchants did with 
linall pieces of gold and lilver, or why 
things of fo little pfe fliould be received 
as equivalent to the neceflaries of life. 

They ftudied the language two years, 
while Imlac was preparing to fet beftre 
them the various ■ ranks and conditions 
of mankind. Hegrewacquainted with all 
who had any thing uncommon in their 
£>rtune or conduct. He frequented the 
voluptuous and the frugal, the idle and 
the bufy, the merchants and the men 
of learning. 

The prince, being now able t^ con- 

vcrie with fluency, and having learned 

the 
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the cdutioit neceHaiy m be cbkrvtA in 
his intcKCourle with ftrangors, b^an to 
accompany Imlac to places of refoit, and 
to enur into all aflembliesi that he mi^t 
make his cbeice of life. 

For foine time hethought choice need- 
\ds, becauie all appeared to him equally 
happy. Wherever he *rcnt he tnet gay- 
ay and kindncfs* and heard the long of 
joy, or iht lai^h of carclcfaift. He 
began to believe that the ^oM Over- 
floM^ed with univerlal [denty, aad that 
hothmg was withheld either from want 
or merit 1 that every hand Ihowered li- 
berality, and every heart mdted with be- 
nevolence : ".and who then, lays he, wiir 
be fuffercd to be wretched?" ? 

„,.,i,„,G.K>gl. 
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. IsiUc pcrinkted die pfetfing dokifioos 
wd w«s vawiUing to criifli the hope of 
ipexporience « till one day, luring fia x 
trfaile filent, **' I know not, &jd Ae 
prince, what caa be the resSaa. thur f 
amtnotcunhappythananyofour&icaAc. 
I lee them perpetually and unabccsbfy 
(;heaifuU but feel my owb mind raSle£^ 
and iincafy. I am unlatjsfied *itk Oasbt 
pleafures which I fecm moft M ora^ 
X live in ^e crowds of jollity, noc £k 
much to enjoy company as p> jQiun 
nqylp^.and am only ktud and- tBtatym- 
conceal my fadneli." 

•* Every man, (aid Imilac, tniy, hf 
exdmining his own mind, guels wlur 
paHes inthe minds of othefs: wkca yoo- 
ic«l that your own gaiety is fyKttet&it, it 
tt^jufily kadyoutofufpeflihatoF^pour 
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companions not to be fincere. Envy is com- 
monly reciprocal. We are long before we- 
are convinced tliat happinefs is never to be 
found, and each believes it poflefled byo- 
thers> to keep alive ttie hope of obtaining 
itfor himfelf. In the aflembly, where you 
palled the laft night, there appeared fuch 
^ritelinefs of air, and volatility of fancy, 
as might have fuited beings of an higher 
order, formed to inhabit ferener regions 
inacccflible to care Or forrow : yet, be- 
lieve me, prince, there was not one who 
did not dread the nioment when foliuide 
Ihould deliver him to the tyranny of 
rcflcflion." 

** This, faid the prince, may be true 
of others, fince it is true of me; yet, 
whatever be the general infelicity of man, ■ 
one condition is more happy than ano- 
ther. 
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thor, and wifdopi. furely dir^-s us to take 
the Icaft evil in the choice of life.** 

■ " The caufes of good and evil, an- 
fifered Imlac, are fo various and un-, 
cert^n, fo often ' entangled with each 
other, fo diverfified. by various rela- 
tions, and fo muchiiubjeA to accidentS' 
which cannot be forefccri, that he who 
would fix his condition .upon incon- 
teltable reafons of preference, muft live 
and die inquiring and deliberating." 

" But furely, faid Ra&Ias, the wife 
nven, to whom we Hften with' reverence 
and wonder, chofe that mode of Hfe for 
themfelves which they thought molt like" 
ly to niake them happy.*' 

Vou I. I ,.;'/-'^.^" Very 
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« Very FeW, faid thfc poet, live bf 
di<%e. Every man is placed in his pne- 
'&Dtcondidon by cau{es which aded with- 
oinhls fcAdight, and Wifti y^di he did 
not dways 1/iMn^f ca-agenxe; and- 
Aer^fore you v^ rarfcly mfiet tmt whd 
does not tliSnk the 16c t^ his neighbour 
better thta his own/* 

" I am pl^&d to tlunk, ^ die prince^ 
diat my birth has ^vta me at leaft ont 
advantage over others, by enabling me 
to determine &x my Wf. I have here dw 
*orid btfore mti 4 will review it «t lei- 
fere : fiittlyhai^heTsbTomewh^fetolj* 
fijund."^ ' 



chap: 
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CHAP. xvn. 

The princp affe^aJW ^tft ypW^ 
men of ^irit and gaidy. 

RASSELASrole next day, and i«- 
folvcd to b^ahU ezpciiments upon 
life, ^f Youtii, cried li^ is die time of 
j^ladnels: IwiUjirinmyfelf totbeyoung 
men, whc^e ofily bufuiefs Is ta gratify 
tiieir delires, and whole dmeis aH ipenc 
in a fucceOIoa of enjoyments.^ 

To fuch focieties he was readily ad- 
mittcd, but a few d^ brought him 
back weary and difgufted. Their mirdi 
was irithout irm^, their Uughcer-mA* 

I 2 Wt 
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out motive j their pleafures were grofi 
and fenfual, in which the mind had no 
part-, their conduct was at once wild and 
mean ; .they laughs a(r prdicr and at law, 
but the frown of power d^e£):ed, and the 
cyeof .wtfilom abalhed them. 

The prince foon concluded, that he 
ihouldncyi;r_b? happy ^nacourfe of life 
of whidi^ was alliamed; He thought 
}t un&ital^e^to a;rcal^aUc being to 9& 
.without -9 ^«n^ and p be fad.cn' cheai;- 
ful only by. chance, i " Happinefs, . faid 
he, matt be fometlungTolid and perma- 
nent, without fear-atid without uivcer- 
twnty." 

But his young companioDS had gained 
. fo njuch of his regard by their 6ankne& 
JOid cowteTy, that he could not leave them 
; . with- 
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wiihqat warning^andTemoijftrance.. '* My- 
frieods, faid he, J have ferioully confi- 
dered our imoFiers- and- our profpeds, 
and Hnd that we havemiftaken our own 
intereft. The firft years of man muft 
make provifion for the laft. He that 
never thinks never can be .wife. Perpe- 
-tua! levity muft end in ignorance ; and 
intemperance, though it may fire the fpi- 
rits for an hour, will make lik ftiort or 
mtferable. Let us confider that youth is 
of ho long duration, and that in maturer 
age, when the enchantments of fancy 
(hall ceafe, and phantoms of delight 
dance no more afcout us, we (hall have no 
comforts but the cfteem of wife men, 
and the means of doing good. Let us, 
therefore, flop, while to ftop is in our . 
power : let us live as men who are (bme- 
. time to grow old, and to whom it will 
I 3 be 
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be the mofi dreadlbl of sll evib ndl 
£6 codnt their paft ytan but by fbllks, 
ind to be remmdcd c^ their former luzuri- 
ance of health only by the maladies which 
not has produced." 

They ftared a while in filence one upon 
another, and, at lafi, drove him awa^.by 
ft general chorus of continued laughcer. 

The cotifcioufnefs chat his fentiments 
were juft, and his intentions kind, was 
fcarcely fufEctent to fupport him againft 
the horrour of deridon. Biit he reco- 
vered his tranquility, and perfueij his 
fcorch. 
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CHAP. xnn. 

The prince finds a vnfe and happy 
man. 



AS bew9sone dafwalUng ia die 
ftreet, he faw a Qiadous iniilding 
sclugh all were, by the open doors, io- 
yited to enter : Jie followed the iheaoi 
t>f people, jmd found k a h^U or fchool 
of decUunatton, in which profeflbrs read 
Ic£hires to their auditory. He fixed hisey^ 
upon a l^raiied above the reft} whodif- 
courlol with great energy on the govein- 
mentofthepalBons. His loolc was vene- 
rable, his adUon graceful, .his proowd- 
adon clear, ^d his diction elegaot. Hs 
ibnved, iritiv^cat ftceiijKth of ioDtimeo;* 
I 4 and 
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and variety of illuftratloiit that human 
nature is degraded and ' debafed, when 
the lower faculties predominate over the 
higher; that when fancy,- the parent of 
paflion, ufurps the dominion of the mind, 
nothing enfues but the natural efkSt of 
unlawful government, perturbation and 
confufion ; that flie betrays the fortrefles of 
the intelleft to rebels, and excites her 
children to fedition againft reafon their 
lawful fovereign. He compared reafon 
to the fun, of which the light is con- 
ftant, uniform, and lading; and fancy 
i6 a meteor, of bright but tranfitory 
luflre, irregular in its motion, and de- 
lufive in its dire£tion. 

He then communicated the various 

precepts given from time to time for the 

tonqueft of paffion, and difplayed the 

hap- 
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tizpptnefe of thofe who had obtained tbi 
importint-viilory, after which man ik 
no longer the flavc of fear, nor the fool 
of hope i is no more emaciated by en- 
vy, inflamed by anger, cmafculated by 
tendcrtiels» or deprefled by grief j but 
walks on calmly through the tumults or 
the privacies of life, as the fun perfues 
alike his courfe through the calm w 
the ftormy iky. 

He enumerated many examples of he- 
roes immovable by pain or pleafure, .who 
looked with indifference on thofe modes 
or accidents to which the vulgar give 
the names of good and evil. He ex- 
horted his hearers to lay afide their pre- 
judices, and arm themfelves againft the 
Ihafts of malice or misfortune, by in- 
vulnerable patience j concluding, that 
this 
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this ftate <wly froa hap[^^, and tbit 
Aabapfkit&.Yi3&'mevtiy one's povwr.^^ 

Rtfiidafl liAened to him with the Wne* ' 
catioa doe to the iaflfudims of a fi^ieri* 
oHf beingi aild, waiting for htm tt the 
dsor, humbly implofcd the liber^ of 
viQtj^Ib great a mafterof true wi£i(Mii. 
The lefhiier hefitated a moment, when . 
Ralletas [xic a purfe of gcddinto-his hand, 
which he recdved with a mixture of joy 
and wonder. 

; ^ I hare founds (^ the prince, at his 
tttura !to Imlac, a man who can teach 
alt that b ncoeflary to be known, who, 
£rom the unfiiaken throne of rational for- 
titude, looks down on the fcenes of life 
dtao^t^ benciuh him. He fpeaks, and- 
otKntioa watches his lips. He ieafM% 
and 
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«ad omvi^tion dofes Us periods. Thii 
tdui ftaU be my fume guide : I «U 
Isam Us dofteines, and inatxct his fife.'* 

" Be not tx>o laftf, laid lain^ M 
tttift, or to admire, the teachers of m^ ' 
i^ity: theydtfcourfe like aogds, tut 
diey live like men." 

Raffihs, who could not conceive how any 
m»i could rcafon fo forcibly without feeU 
iog the cogency of his own argumentt. 
paid his vifit in a few days, and was 
denied admiflion. He had now louned 
the power of money, and made Kis wajr 
by a piece of gold to riie inner apartmeoti 
ivhere he found the phibfopher in a room 
tudf d^cened, wi^ his eyes mifty, and 
his face pale. *' Sir, fud he, you ate 
SDnc at a (bw wl»i aAl humaa friend- 
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ftip is ufelt^j-whafl fuffer cannot be 
remedied; what I Jiave JoQ: icanhtH- b; fvpr. 
})lted. My daugbttr, my only- daqgbr 
ter> from whofc tendernels I expected all 
the coai&tTa c£ my age, died Uft~ night 
of -'a fever. My views, mypurpofes,niy 
tunics ate ac an end : I am now a lonely 
bebg -difucuted from' focicty." 

" Kr, iaid the prince, mortality b sni 
event by which a wife man can never be 
futprifed : we know that death is always 
hear, and h fiiould therefore always be 
fcxpcdcd." ** Young man, anfwered 
the'philofophcr, you fpcak like one that 
has never felt ths pangs of feparation." 
" Have ^u then forgot the precepts, faid 
RalHas, which you fo powerfully enfor^ 
ced ? Has wifdom no ftrength to arm 
the hean againft calamity ?,. Cotifideiv 
that 

:^c„„,,. 
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that external things' are naturally vari- 
able, but truth and reafon are always the 
fame." "Whatconifortjfiudthcinoum- 
cr, can truth and rcaifon aSixd me? of 
what eficft are they now, but to tell me, 
that my daughter will not be lefhucd?** 

The prince, whofe hunum^ would 
not fuffcr lum to infuk mileiy with re- 
proof, went away convinced of the emp- 
' tinefs (^ rhetorical found, and die inef- 
< ficacy of polilfaed periods and ftudied len- 
-tences. 
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CHAP. XI5C. 
A Glimpfe of paftorai life. 

TT E was ftill eager upon the fame cn- 
**■ quiry.and, having heard of a 
hermit, that lived near the )owcft catj- 
laa of the Nile, and fiUfxJ ,tl» wjiole 
country with -tl>t fame of \m ^o^i?* 
refolved to -nCit his retreat, and flnquiie 
whether that felicity, which publick life 
could not afibrd, was co be found in fo- 
Utude i and whether a man, whofe age 
and virtue made him venerable, coutd 
teach any peculiar art of fhunning evils, 
orenduring them. 

Imlac 

lc„„,. 
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Imlac and the [vincefB affxtd to ac- 
oompasx him, and, itfter die ncceC&ry 
prepitiooas, thejrbcgaa their jonnKjr. 
Their way lay through fields, where 
fiMpherds tended tbor flocks, and tjw 
lambB were playing upon the paftute: 
** Thi^ fud the poet, is the li& wim^ 
has been often celebrated for its innocencf:. 
and quret : let us pafs the beat of the 
day among the Ih^herds tents, and know 
whether all our Marches are not to tertni- 
natt -in pafloral fimpUcity.** 

The propofal plcafed d*em, aiW they 
indtxzd the ffaepherds. by final! prdents 
and famitiar qucftions, to tell dteir <^- 
luon of chek own ftate : they were fi» 
rude and ignorant, lb little able to cotn.r 
pare the good with the evil of the 
«cct^tio&, and fo indtftind in their nar- 
3 ratives 
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' rarivesand defcriptions, thai very' little 
could be learned from'thftm. 'ffelititwas* 
evident that their hearts were ■ "cankereJ 
with difcontenti that they cbrifidcred 
Acmfelves'as condemned to labour for 
the luxury of the rich, and looK-ed up- 
*idi ftupid malevolence toward- thofe' 
that were placed above them. 

The princefs pronounced with vehe- 
mence, that fhe would never fuffcr thefc 
- envious favages to be her companions,- 
and that (he fliould not foon be defirous of 
feeing any more fpe'ciniens of ruftick 
happinefs ; but could not believe that all 
the accounts of primeval pleafittes v/cre 
fabftlous, and was yet in doybt whether 
life had any thing that could be juftly 
preferred to the placid gratifications of 
fields' and woods. She hoped that the 
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time would come, when with a few vir- 
tuous and elegant companions, Ihe (hould 
gather flowers planted by her own hand, 
fondle the lambs of her own ewe, and 
lillen, without care, among brooks and 
breezes, to one of her maidens reading 
in the Ihade. 



CHAP. XX. 

The danger of projperitjr. 

ON the next day they continued theif ' 
journey, till the heat compelled 
them to look round for flieiter. At a 
fmall diftance they faw a thick wood, 
which they no fooner entered than they 
perceived that they were approaching the 
habitations of men. The flirubs were 
. Vol. I. K dili- 
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diligently cut away to open walks wheit 
the fhwks were darkeft ; the boughs of 
oppofttc trees were artificially interwo- 
ven ; feats of flowery turf were r^ed in 
vacant fpaccs, and a rivulet, that wan- 
toned along the fide of a winding path, 
had its banks fbmetimes opened into 
fmall bafons, and its ftream ibmetimes 
obftrufted by little mounds of ilone 
heaped together to increafe its mut- 
murs. 

They palKd flowly through the wood, 
delighted with fuch unexpedted accom- 
modations, and cnttFtained each other 
with conjefhiring what, or who, h? 
could be, that in thofc rude and unfre- 
quented regions, had Icifure and art ^ 
fuch harmlefs luxury. 

At 
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As t}te3r advanced, they heard the 
found of mufick, and law youths and 
virgins dancing in the grove ■, and» go- 
ing ftill further, beheld a (lately palace 
built upon a hill forrounded with woods.' 
The laws of eaftern hofpitality allowed 
them to enter, and the mafter welcomed 
them like a man liberal and wealthy. 

He was Ikllfiil enough in appearances 
ibon to difcern that thej^ were no com- 
mon guefts, and fpread his table with 
magnificence. The eloquence of Imlac 
caught his attention, and the lofty cout- 
tefy of the princcfs excited his refpeft. 
"When they ofiered to depart he entreat- 
ed their ftay, and was the next day ftUI 
more unwilling to dlfmifs them than be- 
fae. They were eafily peoftuded to 
K 2 flop. 



.,GcK>gk 
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Aop, and civility grew up in time to 
freedom and confidtnce. 



The prince now faw all the domefticks 
chearful, and all the face of nature fmit- 
ing round the place, and could not for- 
bear to hope that he fliould find here 
what he was feeking } but when he was 
congratulating the mafter upon hk pof- 
feflions, he anfwercd with a figh, *' My 
condition has indeed the appearance of 
happinefs, but appearances are delufive. 
My profperity puts my life in danger ; 
the Bafia of Egypt is my enemy, in- 
cenfed only by my wealth and popularity. 
I have been hitherto protcfled againft 
him by the princes of the country ; but, 
as the favour of the great is uncertain, I 
know not how ibon my defenders mxf 
be pcrfuaded to fhare the plunder with 
-the 
t ■ 

- ^Google 
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the BaOa. I have Cent my treafures into 
a dtflant country, and, upon the firft a- 
larm, am prepared to follow them, 
then will my enemies riot tn my man- 
lion, and enjoy the gardens which I have 
planted." 

They all joined in lamenting his dan- 
ger, and deprecaung his exile i and the 
princefs was fo much dlfturbed with the 
tumult of grief and indignation, that 
Ihe reured to her apartment. They 
continual with their Idnd inviter a few 
days longer, and then went forward to 
find the hermit. 



K3 CHAPj 
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CHAP. XXI. 

The happinefs of folitude, The 
hermit's hiftory. . 

THEY came on the third day, by 
the direftion of the pcafants, to 
Ac hermit's cell: it was a cavern in 
the fide of a mountain, ovcr-ftiadowed 
with palm-trees j at fuch a diftance from . 
the cataraft, that nothing more was 
heard than a gcnde uniform murmur, 
fuch as compofed the mind to pcnfive 
meditation, efpectally when it was affil- 
ed by the wind whiftltng among the 
branches. The firft rude eflay of nature 
had been fo much improved by human 
IftbouF, thfit the c$ve contained feveral 
apart- 
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^lartments, api»t>priated to different 
u&s, and often aHbrded lodging to tra- 
vellers, whom dvknels or tempells hap- 
pened to overtake. 

The hermit fat on a bench at the door, 
to enjoy the coolnefs of the evening. On 
one lidc lay a book with pens and papers, 
on. the other mechanical inftruments of 
various kinds. As they approached him 
unregarded, the princefs obferved that 
he had not the countenance of a man that 
had found, or could teach, ths vay to 
happincls. 

They faluted him with great refpeft, 
which be repaid like a man not unac- 
cuftomcd to the forms of courts. ., " Mj[ 
children, faid he, if you have loA your 
way, you (hall be willingly fuppUed with 
K 4 fuch 
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fuch conrentcncics for the night as thU 
cavern will afford. I have all that na- 
ture requires, and you will not expedt 
delicacies in a hermit's cell." 

They thanked him, and, entering, 
were picafed with the neatnefs and regu- 
larity of the place. The hermit iet flefli 
and wine before them, though he fed 
only upon fruits and water. His dif- 
courfe was chearfiil without levity, and 
pious without enthufiafm. He foon 
gained the el^m of his guells, and 
the princefs repented of her hafty cen- 
fore. 

At laft Iralac began thus : *' I do not 
now wonder that your reputation is lb 
far extended ; we have heard at Cairo 
of your wUdom, and came hither to im- 
plore 
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plore your direftion for this young man 
and maiden in the choice of life". 

" To him that lives well, anfwered 
the hermit, every form of hfe is good ; 
nor can I give any other rule for choice, 
than to remove from all apparent evil." 

" He will remove moft certainly from 
evil, faid the prince, who fhall devote 
himfelf to that folitnde which you have 
recommended by your example." 

'• I have indeed lived fifteen years in 
folitude, faid the hermit, but have no 
defire that my example fhould gain any 
. imitators. In my youth I profeflcd arms, 
and was raifed by degrees to the higheft 
military rank. I have traverfed wide 
countries at the head of my troops, and 
fcen 
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^en nian)F battles and fiega. Ae lift, 
being dilgufted by du prcfermenu of a 
younger officw, and feeling that my 
vigour was beginning to decay, I refoWed 
^^lofc (i)y life juj peace, having found tho 
world fiill of fiiares^dilcordandinifery. I 
had once efcaped irom the pcrfuit of the 
enemy by the ftidtcr of this cavern, and 
therefore chofe it for my final re&elence. 
I employed artificers to form it into 
chambers, and ftored it with all that I 
was likely to want. 

; ■" Ear ,fome time after my retreat, I 
rejoiced like a tempeft-beaten failor at 
his'cDtrance into the harbour, being de- 
lighted, with the fildden change of the 
noile and hurry of war, to flillnefs and 
repofe. When the pkafure of novelty 
went away, I employed my hours in ex- 
amining 
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aiiui^ng the plants vhicb grow in the 
valley,' ahdriie minimis which I collec- 
ted- froth the rocks. But that cnqui- 
rf is now grown taftelefs and irkfome. 
I have been for fomc time unfettlcd add 
diftrafted ; my mind is difturbcd with a 
thoufand perplexities of doubt, and vani- 
tie&of imaginatioa, ^ which hourly pre- 
vail OpoD me, becaufe I have no oppor- 
tuniries of relaxation or diverfion. 1 am 
foniedmes afliamed Co think that I could 
notfecure myfclf frcrni vice, but byre- 
tiring from the exercife of virtue, and 
begin to fufpeft that I was rather im-- 
pclled by refentment, than led by devo- 
tion, into folitude. My fancy riots 
in fcenes of folly, and I lament that 
I have loft fo much, and have gained fo 
litdc. In folitude, if I efcape the ex- 
ample of bad men, I want likewife the 

• ■ ■ > con* 
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counfel and converiation of the good' 
I have been long comparing the evils 
with the advantages of fociety» and re- 
folve to return into the world to morrow. 
The life of a folitary man will be certain- 
ly miferable, but not certainly .devout." 

They heard his refolution with fur- 
prife> but, after a fliort paufe, ofiered 
to conduct him to Cairo. He dug up a 
confiderable treafure which he had hid a- 
mong the rocks, and accompanied them 
to the city, on which, as he approached 
it, he gazed with r^>ture. 



CHAP; 
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CHAP. XXII. 

The happlnefs of a life led ac- 
cording to nature. 



RASSELAS went often to an 
aSetnhly of learned men, who 
met at ftatcd times to unbend thetr 
mindsi and compare their opinions. 
Thwr manners were fomewhat coarfe, 
but thor coDveriadon was inftniAive, 
and their difputations acute, though 
fometimcs too violent, and often conti- 
nued till neither controvertift remember- 
ed upon what qucftion thejr began. 
Some faults were almoft general among 
them: everjr one was deiirous to diOatc 
to the reft, and evoy one was picafed to 
hear 
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feear the genius or knowledge of another 
depreciated. 

In this afTembly Raflelas was relat* 
ing his interview with the hermit, and 
the wonder with which he heard him 
cenfure a courfe of life which he had fo 
deliberately chofcn, and fo laudably fol- 
lowed. The fcntiments of the fiearers 
were various. Some were of opinion, that 
the folly of his choice had been juftly 
punifhed by condemnation to perpetual 
perfeverance. One of the youngeft a- 
mongthem, with great vehemence, pro- 
nounced him an hypocrite. Some 
talked of the right of fociety to- thd la- 
bour of individuals, and confidcred M- 
tircment as a dtfertion of duty. Othew 
readily allowed, that there was a- thtie 
when the claims of -thc-pubKdt were fa^ . 
tisfied. 
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tiafied, and when a man might propeil/ 
fcquefter himfelf, to review his life, antj 
purify his heart. 

One, who appeared more afiefted 
with the narrative than the reft, 
thought it likely, that the hermit would, 
in a few years, go back to his retreat, 
and, perhaps, if Ibame did not reftrain, 
tH- death intercept him, return once 
more from his retreat into the world : 
•* F« the hope of bappinefi, faid he, is 
lb ftrongly ifnprefled, that the longeft 
experience is not able to c^ce it. Of 
the prefent ftate, whatever it be, we feel, 
tnd arc forced eo confefs, the mifery^ 
yec, whenthe&meftateisag^nata dif- 
ttnce, tmaginatioD paints it as defirable. 
But the time wifi furely come, when de- 
fire will be no longer our toroient, and no 
X man 
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man Oiall be wretched but by his owa 
fault." 



*• This, faid a philofopher, who had 
teard him with tokens of great im- 
patience, is the prefent condidmi of a 
wife man. The time is already come, 
when none are wretched but by their own 
fault. Nothing is more idle, than to 
enquire after happinels, which nature has 
kindly placed within our reach. The 
way to be happy is to live according m 
nature, in obedience to that univerfaJ and 
unalterable ]aw with which every heart is 
originally imprei^ t which is not writtea 
on it by precept, but engraven by dcttiny» 
not inllilled by education, but infufed aC 
our nativity. He that lives according to 
nature will fufTer nothing from the ddu- 
fions of hope, or importunities of dc- 
' .firci 
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fife : he will receive and rcjiift with equa- 
bility of temper j and aft or fufFer as thci 
reafon of things ftiall alternately pre- 
fcribe. Other men may amufe them- 
felves with fubtle definitions, or intricate 
racioci nation. Let them learn tobewifc 
by eafier means : let them obferre the 
hind of the ibreft, and the linnet of the 
grove : let them confider the life of ani- 
mals, whofe motions are regulated by 
inftinft s they obey their guide and arc 
happy. Let us therefore, at length, 
ceafe to difpute, and learn to live i throw 
away the incumbrance of precepts, which 
they who utter them with fo much pride 
and pomp do not underlland, and carry 
with us this fimple and intelligible max- 
im. That deviation trom nature i3 devi- 
ation from hi^pinefs." 

Vol. L L "When 
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When he had fpoken, he looked' 

round him with a placid air, and enjoyed 
the oonfcioufnefs of his own bcncBcoioe. 
** Sir, faid the prince, with great rnai- 
defty, as I, like all the reft of mankind, 
am defirous of ftlicity, my ck)feft ancR- 
tion has been fixed upon your dilboucfei 
I doubr not the truth of a portion which 
a man fo learned has (a confidemly ad- 
vanced. Let me only know what ii is 
to live according to nature." 

" When I Had young men fo hutnUc 
and fo docile, faid the philofofdicr, I can 
deny them no information which mf llu- 
dies have enabled me to aSbid. To live- 
according to nature, is to ad always 
with due regard to the fitnels arifing &om 
the relations and qualities Of caufes and 
eficfts i to concur wah the great wid un- 
changeable 
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changeable fchcme of univerfal felicity; 
to co-operate with the general dllpofi- 
tion and tendency of the prefent fyftem 
of things." 

The prince foon found that this was 
one of the fagcs whom he fliould undcr- 
fland lefs as he heard him longa*. He 
therefore bowed and was filent, and the 
philofopher, fuppoQhg him fatisficd, and 
the reft vanquiQied, rofe up and defiarted 
with the air of a man that had co-ope»' 
rated with the prefent fyftem. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

The prince and his lifter divide 
between them the work of ob- 
iervation. 



RASSELAS returned home full 
of reflexions, doubtful how to di- 
XC&. his future ftcps. Of the way to 
happinefs he found the learned and fim- 
ple equally ignorant ; but, as he was 
yet young, he flattered himfcif that he 
had time rcmwning for more expeii- 
ments, and further enquiries. He com- 
municated to Imlac his obfervations and 
his doubts, but was anfwered by him 
with new doubts, and remarks that gave 
him 
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him no comfort. He therefore difcourf- 
ed more frequently and freely with his 
fifter, who had yet the fame hope with 
himfelf, and always afllfted him to give 
fome reafc»i why, though he had been 
hitherto fruftratcd, he might fucceed at 
kft. 

** We have hitherto, faid Ihc, known 
but little of the world : we have never yet 
been either great or mean. In our own 
country, though we had royalty, we had 
no power, and in this we have not yet 
feen the private receffes of domcftick 
peace. Imlac favours not our fearch, 
left we ihould in time find him mifta- 
ken. We will divide the talk between 
us : you (hall try what is to be found in 
the fplendour of courts, and I will range 
the Ihadcs of humbler life. Perhaps 
L 3 com- 

.J "' 
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command and' authority may be the fu- 
preme bleflings, as they afford moH op- 
portunities of doing good : or, perhaps, 
what this world can give may be found 
in the modcft habitations of middle for- 
tune i too low for great defigns, and too 
high for penury and diftrcfs," 



CHAP. KXIV. 

The prince examines the happi- 
nefe of high ftations. 

RASSELAS applauded the defign, 
and appeared next day with a 
fplendid retinue at the court of the Bafla. 
He was fopn diftinguilhed for his magni- 
ficence, and admitted, as a prince vvhofe 
F\irioiity had brought him from dillant 
coun- 

/^--yl^' 
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coufttriei, to an intimacy with the great 
(rificers, and fre(|uent converlatioB with 
Ihc Bafla himfclfi 

He was at firft incKned to believe, 
that the nmh muft be pleafed with his 
own condition, whom all approached with 
reverence, and heard with obedience, 
and who had the power to cKtend bis 
edicts to a whole kingdom. '* There 
can be no pleafure, faid he, equal to that 
ef feeling at once the joy of thouiands 
^11 made happy by wife adoiihiftration. 
Yet, Bnce, by the law of fubordinatiou, 
this fublime delight can be in ooe natitm 
but the lot of one, it is forely reafonahle 
to think that tlwre is ftHire iarisf^Sion 
more popular and acceflJble, and that 
iniUionscan hardly be fubjeified to the will 
L 4 : ai 
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of a fingle man, only to fill his particular 
bread with incommunicable contefit." 

Thefc thoughts were often in his 
.mind, and he found no folution of the 
difficulty. But as prefents and civilities 
gained turn more familiarity, he found 
that almoft every man who ftood high in 
employtnent hated all the reft, and was 
hated by them, and that their lives were 
a ccHitinual fucccQion of plots and de- 
te&ions, ftratagems and efcapes, fac- 
tion and treachery. Many of thofc, 
«1io Ibrrounded the Bafia, were fent on- 
ly to watch and report his conduct ; every 
tongue was muttering cenfure, and eve- 
ry eye was fearching for a fault. 

At laft the IctteK of revocadon ar- 
rived, the Bafla was carried in chains to 
Con- 
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Conftantinople, and his name was men- 
tioned no more. 



.*• What are we now to think of the 
prerc^iives of power, faid Ra&las to 
his fiftcri is it without any efficacy to 
good? or, is the fubordinate. degree 
only dangerous, and the fupreme fafe 
and glorious ? Is the Sultan the only 
happy man in his dominions ? or, is the 
Sultan himfelf fubjeft 10 the torments of 
fufpicion, and the dread of enemies ?" 

In a Ibort time the fecond Bai& was 
depofed. The Sultan, that had advanced 
him, was murdered by the Janifarics, 
and his fucccflbr had other views and 
di^rent favourites. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

Theprincds perfiies her enqrary 
with more diligence tiian fuc- 
cofs. 

THE [ninccfi, m Ac mean dmc, 
infinuatcd hcrielf into niaof ifx- 
aiilies-, for diere are few doors, duoo^ 
which libcralitj, joined vidi good hu- 
moor, cannoc 6od its way. Thedaugb- 
ccn of many houfcs were aiiy and die»'- 
ftil, but Nekayah had been mo loi^ ac- 
cufiotncd to die ctrnvcrfaaon of Imlac 
and her brother to be much pkaled mdi 
childith hntf and prattle which had no 
mcming. She found thdr thoug^iB nar- 
row, their irilbcs low, ftnd didr mccri- 
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ment often artificial. Their pleafurcs, 
poor as they werp, could not be pre- 
fcrved pure, but were embittered by pet- 
ty competitions and worthlefe cmiilaiion. 
They were always jealous of the beauty 
of each other ; of a quality to which folici- 
ti:d; can add nothing, and from which de- 
traction can take nothing away. Many were 
in love with triflers like themfclvcs, .and 
many fancied that they were in love when 
in truth they were only idle. Their af- 
feftion was feldom fixed on (enfc or vir- 
tue, and therefore feldom ended but in 
vexation. Their grief, however, like 
their joy, was tranfient; every thing 
floated' in their mind unconnected with 
the paft or future, fo -that one de- 
file eafily gave way to another, as a fe- 
cond ftone caft into the water effaces and 
confovinds the circles of t|ie firft. 

With 
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With thcfe girls ihe played as with 
moffenfive animals, and found them 
proud of her countenance, and weary 
vi her company. 

But her purpofe was co examine more 
deeply, and her affability eafily pcrfuad- 
ed the beans that were fwelling with for- 
row to difcharge their fecrets in her ear : 
and thofe whom hope flattered, or prof- 
perity delighted, often courted her to 
partake their pleaTures. 

The princefs and her brother common- 
ly met in the evening in a private fummer- 
houfc on the bank of the Nile, and re- 
lated to each other the occurrences of the 
day. As they were fitting together, the 
princefs caft her eyes upon the river that 
flowed befwe her. *• Anfwer, faid flie, 
great 
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great father of waters, thou that rolleft 
thy Boods through eighty natiwis, to the 
invocations of the daughter of thy na- 
tive king. Tell me if thou watereft, 
through all thy courfe, a fingle habita- 
tion from which thou doft not hear the 
murmurs of complwnt ?'* 

" You are then, faid Raflelas, not 
more fuccefsful in private houfes than X 
have been in courts." " I have, fince 
the laft partition of our provinces, faid 
the princefs, enabled myfelf to enter fa- 
miliarly into many families, where there 
was the fairefl: Ihow of profperity and 
peace, and know not one houfe that is 
not haunted by fome fury that deftroys 
its quiet. 

•' I 
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** I did not leek cafe among ttie poof, 
Becaufc I concluded that there it could not 
be found. ' But I faw manypoor whom I 
had fuppolid tb live in affluence. Poverty 
has, in Ui^c" cities, very diiFerent ap* 
pearances : it is often concealed in fplcn- 
dour, and often in extravagance. It is 
the care of a very great part of man* 
kind to conceal their indigence from the 
reft : they fupport themfelveS by tettipo- 
rary expedients, and every day is loft 
in contriving for the morroir. ' 

" This, hoiwever, was an evil, which, 
though frequent, I faw with lefs pari, 
becaufc I could relieve it. Yet fome 
havc-rcfufcd my bountiesi moreofFended 
with my quickncia to deted their wants, 
than pleaTed with my readinefs to fuccour 
thetii : and others, whofe exigencies com- - 
4 ■ pelted 
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pdled tlifin to admit mj tiFMtnfft, hxvc 
never been able id foig^vc didf'bcDe^ 
feflie&. Many however, have bcoi 
fincen^S^tefiilwitbotic the ofloitatioQ 
of gpntndc^ or the hope of odier £i- 
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